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CLERK’S CORNER
Merry Christmas!
Ready or not, here it comes! Christmas, that is. Are you ready?
Not for shopping, or for decorating. I mean are you ready for the birth that changed
the world?
Please join with us this Christmas season. At this issue of TC clearly attests, we
will be celebrating Christ’s birth in so many ways, including:
~Our Women’s Noel Luncheon on December 2. More details are inside TC.
~Our annual Vesper’s Play and Dinner on December 17, when our church school
once again tells us of Christ’s birth in their own imitable way. Then, join us for
fellowship, and maybe even a visit from Santa!
~Our Christmas Caroling, on Wednesday, December 20. We will be bringing
Christmas Cheer to our shut-ins. It’s one of my favorite activities. No singing ability
is required – just a loud and cheerful voice is required. I guarantee the experience
will warm your hearts.
~Our Christmas Eve services. We have not one, but two services on Christmas Eve,
and each will be graced with special
In This Issue
Music and with BELLS!
Clerks’ Corner
~And don’t forget to create your own
The Way Forward
Christmas celebrations. Is there
Prayer Requests
someone you haven’t seen or spoken
Thanksgiving Thanks
to in a while? Pay them a visit, or give
Stewardship Campaign 2018
them a call!
Nominating Committee
I wish you all a most joyous Christmas.
Choir News
Faithfully yours, Gary
2017 Pledges

The Way Forward
We are continuing to work towards
a shared pastorate with the Freeport
congregation. We hope to have such an
arrangement in place by early in the
New Year.
A reminder – this is not a merger,
but merely the sharing of a pastor
between 2 congregations.
We will keep you posted of
developments as they occur; but in the
interim, if you have any questions,
please speak to one of the elders.
~Gary

Shop Amazon!
December Happenings!
Toy Drive
December Birthdays
Women’s Noel Luncheon
Poinsettia & Vesper’s Dinner
invites and info
Congregational Meeting
Christmas Joy Offering
Children’s Play & Vespers
Dinner
Advent is Here!
Christmas Choirs
Christmas Caroling
Christmas Eve Services
December Calendar
January Save-The-Dates
Poinsettia and Vespers Forms

~For all the victims, their family and
friends, of the Texas shooting
~For the family of Rev. George
Portice, former Pastor of the
Baldwin Presbyterian Church, who
passed suddenly
~Prayers of good health for my friend, Cythia.
~For Michele Glodzik who just lost her brother
~For Lisa Daniels who is fighting cancer
~Prayer of thanks to Karen for the generous care
she has provided my mother, Joan, as she
continues to recover from back surgery.
~For Joe Pachco, an electrician who fell to his
death on the Hudson yard project in Manhattan. He
was only 45 and leaves 2 young children.
~For our granddaughter, Olivia, who is going
through a rough time.
~A declaration of appreciation: “If you love freedom,
thank a veteran”.
~For the family and friends of Holly Wilson, 31
years old, who tragically took her own
life in early November.
~For a friend of Amanda Pitt’s who had a tumor
removed and needs prayer of healing.
~ Prayer of thanksgiving from Jo & Frank for all
your prayers and concern.
~A prayer of joy for Lily as she finished 3rd in the
5K "run for the warriors" in Lindenhurst.
~ For my family and all the citizens in
Zimbabwe (Jo Gencorelli)
~In memory of Rob Mason who passed away from
Pancreatic cancer. Prayers for his family.
~ Those lives lost in Egypt and the families who are
mourning.
~ Patricia, who needs to find an apartment asap.
“Prayers of thanks for all of the prayers and good
wishes sent my way for a successful surgery.” –
David Brackett

THANKSGIVING THANKS
to all of you!
Our Board of Deacons’
Thanksgiving Food Drive
for the Freeport Pantry was
a success, thanks to YOU!
$365 was donated by
members and friends of CPC, and our deacons
were able to purchase 19 grocery gift cards.
Rev. Forde at the Pantry was thrilled and
extremely thankful for our generosities. Our
‘friendly little church around the corner’ made a
BIG difference for 19 families this Thanksgiving.
Bless you all!

Our Deacons were also able to
brighten a few lives of several of
our homebound members and
friends with Thanksgiving goodie
baskets filled to the brim with
love and Thanksgiving cheer!
Thank you, deacons, for all that
you do!

Stewardship Campaign

We’re off to a good start for this year’s
Stewardship Campaign. We’ve asked, and many
of you have found a way to increase your
pledges. And there’s a few more yet to come.
As I said last month, “You are a most
generous and loving congregation. When asked,
you have delivered.” And so you have. Thank
you!
(PS - It is not too late to make your pledge –
or to increase it.)
~ Nancy Stuber

Nominating Committee

I hate to bring up Church business during this
joyous holiday season. But our Nominating
Committee is hard at work searching the
congregation for individuals who would serve,
whether on the Session or the Board of
Deacons. We need your help. Please consider
saying yes if approached. Thank you! ~Gary
CHOIR NEWS! Cathy Donohue and the
choir extend a warm, ongoing invitation
to anyone who likes to sing or play a
musical instrument to come and join the
Choir in 2018!
They rehearse on Sunday mornings
before church service at 9am and
afterwards for about an hour. They have
just begun rehearsing our Advent and
Christmas music, and it’s not too late to
join them.
Our choir performs a ministry to
beautify and enhance our worship service
and to offer up our voices and musical
talents to ‘make joyful noise unto the
Lord”.

A REMINDER TO FULFILL PLEDGES
for 2017!
2017 is coming to an
end, and we’re reminding everyone that
if you haven’t yet fulfilled your 2017
pledge, to please do so. Our church runs
a tight ship and depends on our loyal
family of faith to meet the budget each
year. Thank you.
And if you didn’t get a chance to
fill out and return the 2018 Pledge
card, IT’S NOT TOO LATE!
IT’S
NEVER TOO LATE!
If you need a
card, please just call the office and
Barb will mail one out to you.

DO YOU LIKE TO SHOP?

If you are like many of us who do some
of their shopping online, then you are just
the person we are looking for.
Amazon, an amazing charitable
company, has teamed up with charitable
organizations across the nation. They will
donate .5% of eligible purchases back to
charitable organizations.
Community
Presbyterian Church is now a member of
this program.
The way it works is simple.
First, you log onto Amazon as usual. Then
you lookup AmazonSmile and choose
Community Presbyterian Church of Merrick
as your charity.
This is a one-time
registration and Amazon will save your
information so that in the future any
purchases you make will automatically go
to CPC as your preferred charity. Then
Happy Shopping!
Please spread the word to family and
friends. Then ask them to spread the word
to their family and friends. It’s that simple.
Any questions, please feel free to contact
me.
Yours truly,
in faith (and shopping) Nancy Stuber

DECEMBER HAPPENINGS
Christmas Toy Drive for the
Freeport Emergency Food Pantry

Our deacons are heading a Toy Drive again
this year with the hopes of helping Santa out by
donating new, unwrapped toys for children of all ages.
The Drive starts immediately and will culminate at
our Vespers Dinner on December 17.
All toys collected will be given to Rev. Brenda
Forde, Manager of the Freeport Emergency Food
Pantry, to give out to children of families utilizing the
Pantry AND to children at the homeless shelter run
by the INN in Hempstead.
Bring in your toys at any time, either to Barb in
the office or to the designated toy bin located in the
back of the sanctuary. Thank you!

December Birthdays:
Jo Gencorelli
Liz Eldred
Sandra Eldred
Paul Wilkin
Jordana Bello
Dawn Gallo
Mary Jane Gould
Mia Bello
Jessie Gregorio

1
12
13
13
18
22
26
27
31

(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t
know it’s your birthday! Please call Diane Wood (6239495) so we can add your name to our list! )

If you’d like to attend the CPC
Women’s
ANNUAL
NOEL
LUNCHEON on December 2,
1pm at Jani’s in Wantagh,
you’d better act fast!
Call Mona Grimm (5466757) right away to reserve
your spot!
All women are

welcomed to attend…member or not! The
invitation is extended to your friends and family,
too!
The cost is $13 per person. Any
overpayments will be refunded. Please call
Mona if you have any questions.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE to order your
Christmas Poinsettias!
December 10 is the cut-off date to get your
poinsettia order(s) in to Mary or the office.
The cost will remain at $14 per plant, and if
you don’t want a poinsettia, you
may still contribute and make a
dedication toward the purchase
of wreaths and swags. Please
fill out and return the poinsettia
order form found elsewhere in this issue of the
Tower Chimes or call in your order and
dedication to either me at 516.705.0707 or the
church office at 516.378.7761. Out-of-towners
are welcomed to place orders and dedications as
well.
Checks should be made payable to
Community Presbyterian Church and sent to
me at 34 Wynsum Avenue, Merrick, NY 11566.
Thank you!
And Mary will be decorating the sanctuary and
grounds on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 10am. Please
come down and give Mary a hand! Lunch,
coffee, tea and cold beverages will be offered for
all those little elves helping Mary.
Mary Leschinski, Flower Commissioner

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN of a Congregational
Meeting to be held on Sunday, Dec. 10 in
the Sanctuary immediately following the
service of worship to hear a report of the
Nominating Committee and for electing
individuals to the Session, Board of Deacons,
Auditing Committee and Nominating
Committee for terms beginning in January
2018. A quorum will be required.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering
celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ,
the truly “indescribable gift,” as well
as the gifts of church leaders…past,
present and future.
The gifts we give are from God, and they are
multiplied and increased by God as we give.
Through the work of the Christmas Joy
Offering, we seek the living of this truth: that
God’s generosity is the source, the support, and
the outcome of our own. We give because God
has feely given. We give to support the needs
of our church leaders, past, present and future,
and God amplified and extends those gifts
through the ministry of those leaders.
In gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus, the
Presbyterian Church (USA) invites us to join this
celebration of God’s presence by supporting
those in need of help and hope.
Please give to the Offering on Sunday,
Dec. 17. Thank you.
An envelope is enclosed in this Tower
Chimes for your convenience, and
envelopes will also be in the pews on the
17.
You are all
cordially invited to
attend our annual
Christmas Play
starring our
Sunday school
children!

WHEN:
WHERE:

Sunday, Dec. 17 at 5pm
the CPC Sanctuary

A few of our adults will also be making
cameos, so come support our cast! It’s
always a night to remember!

IT’S TIME TO SIGN-UP
FOR OUR

VESPERS DINNER!
The RESERVATION form is due by Dec. 10!

Our Vesper’s dinner will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 17 at 5:30pm following our 5pm
children’s Christmas play.
A reservation form is included in this month’s
Tower Chimes. Please fill it out and return it by
Dec. 10 or call the office or the Leschinskis to
make your reservation. Thank you.
Fellowship will again be responsible for the
main meal / meats and the beverages. They
are asking all dinner attendees to make a
salad, side dish or dessert. A food sign-up
sheet will be in the back of the Sanctuary so we
can try to keep tabs on the salads, sides and
desserts coming in.
Any questions, please give Mary or Charlie a
call at 516.705.0707. See you then!
We’re leaving it up to you whether you want
to use your own containers or not. If you do,
please write your name on your LIDS AND
BOTTOMS to avoid later confusion.
We ask that the foods arrive at SERVING
TEMPERATURE so we just able to keep them
warm. Please keep that in mind when preparing
your foods for transportation.
ADVENT IS UPON US!

In
Advent
we
expectantly wait for
the One who has
already come. We
anticipate
the
promised justice of
God’s new world, yet we praise God who
raised the “righteous branch” to rule with
justice and righteousness. We hope for the
restoration of the afflicted, the tormented,
and the grieving, yet we delight that healing
has come in Christ. We long for the beating
of swords into plowshares, yet we rejoice
that the Prince of Peace has appeared. We
yearn for the barren deserts of our inner
cities to flourish, yet we laud the desert
Rose that has bloomed. We dream of the
land where lions and lambs live in harmony,
yet we acclaim the child born to lead us into
the promised land.
Christ has come! Christ is risen! Christ
will come again! In Advent, we are living

between the first and the second coming of
the Lord. The dialectical tension of
maranatha [alternately translated “Come,
our Lord!” or “Our Lord has come”] —
placing us between memory and hope, past
and future — may strengthen our Advent
liturgies. Perhaps we need to cling to the
ancient cry of maranatha! and its
paradoxical meanings so we may freely
embrace “the new thing” prophesied by
Isaiah (Isaiah 43:19) that God is doing
among us right now. The tension and
paradox we find in Advent shapes our
celebrations during the season.
~An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 96)

Please join us as we light the
candles of Advent on Dec. 3,
10, 17 and 24!
The Advent wreath is the
traditional centerpiece of the Christmas season. It
symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of
Advent in the liturgical calendar of the Western
Church. Advent begins on the fourth Sunday
before Christmas Day.
On the First Sunday of Advent, a purple (or
blue) candle is lit to celebrate Hope, the inspiring
and uplifting hope that Christ among us
represents. On the Second Sunday of Advent,
another purple (or blue) candle is lit to celebrate
Peace, both the Prince of Peace himself and the
promise of peace on Earth. On the Third Sunday
of Advent, a pink candle is lit to celebrate Joy, the
joy the shepherds received at hearing the news of
Christ's birth, or the joy that God brings into our
lives. As the coming of Christ draws near, the final
purple (or blue) candle is lit on the Fourth Sunday
of Advent to celebrate Love, both God's
boundless love for us and our love for one
another.

The bright light from the candles is an
expression of the growing anticipation of the
birth of Jesus Christ, who in Christian faith is
seen as the Light of the World.
Our HANDBELL CHOIR is in
full swing! Karen Bard, Brian
Donohue, Rev. Joan Finck,
Nancy Stuber, Gary Stuber,
Rich Kelly, Amanda Pitt, Lily
Kelman-Nelson, Cathy Donohue, Jo Gencorelli,
Kirsten Jacobsen and Mary Leschinski have
been diligently practicing and are ready to ‘wow’
you all at our 10am Christmas Eve morning
service AND at our Christmas Eve evening
candlelight service at 7pm.
And Cathy would love a few
more people to join the VOICE
choir FOR CHRISTMAS EVE to
give them that full and robust
sound that evening so deserves. It
would require only three rehearsals, December
3, 10 and 17. Please consider joining them in
the choir room those Sundays after Worship
Service. It will be so nice to have a full choir for
Christmas Eve, and we guarantee that you will
enjoy singing with us and enhancing our
worship service.

Please consider joining them in the choir room
those Sundays after Worship Service. It will
be so nice to have a full choir for Christmas
Eve, and we guarantee that you will enjoy
singing with us and enhancing our worship
service.

Articles for the Tower Chimes are due into
the office by the 15th of the prior month, so
all articles for the January edition are due
into the office by December 15. Thank you!
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Start warming up those vocal
chords! A night of caroling is
planned for Wednesday,
Dec. 20.
We’ll meet at CPC at 6:45pm and then proceed
to share the Christmas spirit with those
members and friends of CPC who have a hard
time getting out.
There’s a sign-up sheet on the back table in
the Sanctuary or you may call the office and let
Barbara know you’re interested in caroling with
us and if you would consider being a driver for
the evening.
Thank you, and I’m looking
forward to your joining us!
Gary Stuber, Clerk of Session

Jesus is the reason for the
season!

WITH LESSONS & CAROLS AND COMMUNION.

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every
greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful
thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen.
-- Robert Louis Stevenson

DECEMBER 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tue
sday

Wednesday

Thur
sday

TOY DRIVE ENDING AT VESPERS DINNER ON 17TH.
3

1st Sunday of ADVENT
10am Worship Service; Rev. Joan
Finck; Communion (servers Joe
Arcuri, David Brackett, Mona
Grimm and Mary Williams);
CHILDREN WILL WORSHIP WITH
THE FAMILIES IN THE
SANCTUARY; Lighting the Candle
of Hope; Usher Team #5 (Joe
Arcuri, Pat Lofaro and Vince
Lofaro); NASC 1-6pm
10 2nd Sunday of ADVENT
10am Worship; Rev. Joan Finck;
Lighting the candle of Peace;
Usher Team #1 (Pat Dubovick,
Charlie Leschinski, Nancy Stuber
and George Weeks); SUNDAY
SCHOOL; CONGREGATIONAL
MTG.. AFTER WORSHIP
SVC.; ALL FORMS DUE BACK –

4

5

OPA 7-10pm

AA
7:309:30p

11

12

6

13

OPA 7-10pm
18

19

20

OPA 7-10pm

AA
7:309:30p

6:45PM
Christmas
Caroling –
MEET AT
CPC

24 4th Sunday of ADVENT
10am Worship; Rev. Joan Finck;
Lighting the candle of Love; Team
#3 (David & Jamie Brackett, Mona
Grimm, Joe Nelson); English
Handbell Choir; SUNDAY SCHOOL
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVE!
7pm Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service With Lessons And Carols
and Communion (servers Jessie
Gregorio, Charlie Leschinski, Mary
Leschinski and Joe Schuessler);
Rev. Joan Finck; Lighting the
Christ Candle; English Handbell
Choir; NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

25

26

27

OPA 7-10pm

AA
7:309:30p

31 10am Worship; Rev. Joan
Finck; Team #4 (Janel Crummy,
Jessie Gregorio, Tom Rose and
Joe Schuessler); SUNDAY
SCHOOL; NEW YEAR’S EVE!

JANUARY 1,
2018
Happy New
Year!

17 3rd Sunday of ADVENT
10a Worship; Rev. Joan Finck;
Usher Team #2 (Scott Dodge, Fran
Kelly, Al Lewis and Bobbie Lewis);
SUNDAY SCHOOL; Lighting the
Candle of Joy; Christmas Joy
Offering; 5PM CHILDREN’S

CHRISTMAS PLAY; 5:30PM
VESPER’S DINNER

2

1

7

AA 6:459:30p
8

NA
7:309:30p

AA 6:459:30p

14

15

January
Tower
Chimes
articles
due

AA
7:309:30p

VESPERS & POINSETTIAS

Friday

3
7PM Session
mtg. at
CPC

NA
7:309:30p
21

AA 6:459:30p
22

NA
7:309:30p
28

AA 6:459:30p
29

NA
7:309:30p

AA 6:459:30p

4

5

Saturday

2 1pm Women’s Noel
Luncheon at Jani’s in
Wantagh
9

16

10am Decorate
Sanctuary and Grounds
for Christmas! Come
give Mary a hand!
Set-up of Grafing Hall
for tomorrow’s Vesper’s
Dinner
23

30

6 Epiphany of the
Lord

JANUARY SAVE THE DATES: 7th - Session to meet with incoming elders and deacons after worship service;
14th - Ordination and Installation Sunday and Annual Reports Due; 21st - Annual reports available to the
congregation; 28th – Congregational meeting with brunch

Vespers Dinner – Sunday, Dec. 17 at 5:30pm
Please reserve your spot at our annual Christmas / Vesper’s Dinner!
Fellowship will be providing the entrees / meat and beverages. We are asking YOU to
provide a salad, side dish or dessert. *And don’t forget to let us know what dish(es)
you’ll be bringing by signing-up on the Christmas Dinner / Vesper’s food sheet on the
back table in the Sanctuary.
Please fill out the below form and return it to Charlie & Mary Leschinski at 34 Wynsum Ave., Merrick, 11566 or to
the church office by Dec. 10. Questions? Call Charlie or Mary at 516.705-0707.

************** (You only need fill out and return this form if you are attending the dinner.)***********
Family Name:______________________________
I will be bringing a salad of __________ ;

# of Adults _______

# of Children ______

a side dish of __________ ; a dessert of __________

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Name: ________________________________________________
# of poinsettia plants: __________ ($14 each)
(Plants may be brought home AFTER our Christmas Eve service)
I won’t be taking my plant(s) home, and CPC may have them. _____
I would like to contribute towards WREATHS AND/OR SWAGS $ __________

DEDICATION IN CHRISTMASTIME BULLETINS: _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
(Please use the back if you need more space for your dedication.)
Please mail this form along with your check made payable to ‘Community Presbyterian
Church’ to: Mary Leschinski, 34 Wynsum Ave., Merrick, NY 11566
(or to the church office) BY DEC. 10
I do not want to reserve a plant, but would like to contribute to the FLOWER FUND $ __________

