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From the Desk of Pastor Moira Ahearne
"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”. John 12:24

Dear Merrick Family,
As Forrest and I were driving across the country in July
to attend a church conference in St. Louis, MO, it was
amazing to see mile after mile of flat lands, offering up
crops of corn, wheat, and soybean. Sheep and horse
gathered as if lazily chatting about life on the farm,
like friends gathered on the back patio, with a cold
drink in hand and the smells of dinner wafting over
from the BBQ.
The church, I believe, is in a similar situation. God is calling us into an unknown
future of joy and abundance—an abundance measured by God’s standards, not our
own. We are called to the joy of faith, of service and of community; where wheat
fields of sacrificial love, mercy and forgiveness can produce prodigious harvests.
We are in a time of discernment. As we repair and renovate our space, we must
repair and renovate our hearts and faith. So we ask ourselves: what does our larger
community need? Different worship times and styles? Perhaps pastoral care and
spiritual growth opportunities that we haven’t yet
From the Desk of Pastor Moira
identified? Space use? Musical offerings? Classes
Clerk’s Corner
or workshops? Service opportunities? How do we
In Sympathy - Mae Pauley
bring God’s good news to the intergenerational,
August’s Prayer Requests
multicultural inclusive community that is around us?
Fall Bible Study
How do we celebrate our God-made similarities and
Office Hours
differences?
Choir’s Welcome Back
We can bring about a transformation at the
Community Presbyterian Church. So as September
draws near, let us each ask ourselves: What is your
gift to make this happen? Perhaps it is being friendly
face as a greeter/usher on Sunday? Perhaps it is
reading a scripture every few months? Perhaps it is
joining the choir? Or with help, to sponsor a coffee
hour or get involved in a service project, like
remembering to bring in food and clothing? Who will
I invite to worship or fellowship this Fall? Join a new
Bible Study Class and opportunities for prayer.
(continues on next page)

Updates to Directory
Hello from the Lee Family
Book Bag Thanks from the LICC
September Birthdays
Welcome Back BBQ and
Welcome Back Sunday
Election Day
Merrick Street Fair
Mini Golf
Think about joining our Session or
Board of Deacons
October happenings: Bazaar,
Women’s Fellowship Breakfast,
Reformation Sunday with
Communion
September Calendar

We may need to let go or let die some things that no
longer work so well. We will need to risk something
new. All of us need to pray and remember: spiritual
abundance is our birthright, which God has already
planted in our hearts and is cultivating for harvest.
So let us hit the ground running in September – come
to the Labor Day worship on September 2nd and give
thanks for the work of
our hands and hearts.
We will also dedicate the
backpacks and school
supplies we are currently
collecting for needy
children.
On
Welcome
Back
Sunday, September 9, we
will welcome our choir
back as well as all who
have been away over the summer and gear up Sunday
School.
Together, we can renovate not only our building but
our hearts. Enjoy the remainder of summer and see
you in September!
Faithfully Yours,

Pastor Moira
Moira Ahearne
Pastor

Clerk’s Corner
Welcome Back!
Summer is winding down. I can’t believe how fast
it flew by! I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful
summer.
Echoing the Pastor’s thoughts, I also hope that each
of you might find a way to assist in the on-going
revitalization of our church. There are many ways this
can be accomplished, and it’s not limited to just
repairs to our church and the manse. All committees
could use your assistance, and there are many projects
(large and small) which require someone to run with
them. So please speak to a member of Session if
you’d like to help.
And bring a friend to either our BBQ on Saturday,
September 8, or to our Welcome Back Sunday service
the following day (or maybe both!)
Blessings,
Gary

Mae
Pauley
6/17/1918
to
8/14/2018
It is with deepest sympathy that we convey the passing of
long-time and loyal member Mae Pauley on August 14.
Mae Pauley passed away on August 14 at the age of 100.
She had resided in Merrick for 56 of those years.
She is survived by two daughters, Peggy Dowling (Del) of
Huntington, NY and Fort Myers, FL, Viola Barlak (Tom) of
Sunrise, FL and Franklin, NC, one granddaughter, Tara
Casimano (Philip) of Merrick, NY, four great grandchildren,
Nicole, Thomas, Sarah, and Margaret, and two nephews,
Edward Sullivan (Dorothy) and Terry McConnell (Fran).
She was preceded in death by her husband Henry and
two sisters, Veola McConnell (Charlie) and Margaret
Belmont (Vincent).
Mae was known for generosity with her time, her
treasure, and her spirit, to her family, her many friends, and
her community, and for her wit.
Mae was born in 1918 in the family home in Rockaway
Park, Queens, the middle daughter of Arthur and Mae
Thoret Bowsky. She attended public schools in the
Rockaways and was “skipped” twice. She graduated Far
Rockaway High School as class salutatorian and was
awarded a New York State University Scholarship. While
at Far Rockaway High, she tutored Richard Feynman (later
a winner of the Nobel Prize for Physics) in German.
Mae graduated from Hunter College in 1938. While in
the midst of her graduate studies at Columbia, she met
Henry. They married in 1940 and moved to Washington
DC. He often referred to her as “my redhead”. In 1949,
they returned to the New York area, spending a year with
her family in Rockaway. In 1950 they bought a home in
Merrick, NY. Mae resided in that home until 2006, when
illness triggered her move to Sunrise Assisted Living.
Mae was particularly active in volunteer roles that
benefited children. She was a Sunday school teacher, an
officer at the community nursery school at the Merrick
Jewish Center, a Brownie leader, and a reader for a blind
student at Calhoun High School. She was an active
member of the Community Presbyterian Church, which she
and Henry joined in 1951.
She enjoyed a number of library programs, such a current
events discussion groups and book clubs. Professionally,
she was a kindergarten teacher in Brooklyn for 13 years
and successfully taught a number of her students to read.
Pastor Moira performed a Celebration of Life service at
NF Walker Funeral Home, and Mae was laid to rest on
August18 at Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx.

Mae leaves behind daughters Peggy Dowling (Del) and
Viola Bariak, a granddaughter Tara (Philip) Casimano, and
four great grandchildren Nicole, Thomas, Sarah and
Margaret.
Sympathy cards may be sent to Peg at:
230 Vineyard Road, Huntington Bay, NY 11732-1222.
The family asks that donations be made in Mae’s name
to Community Presbyterian Church.
Mae, thank you for your time served here at CPC, and
may you rest in peace!

Please pray for Brian and college and a good
part time job;
Please pray for an unspoken request. (Rich Kelly)
Today is Women’s Equality Day – the 19th
amendment was adopted in 1920 giving women
the equal right to vote. Prayers for equality and
“Liberty and justice for all”.
“Healing prayers for my mother, Natalie, for
improving strength while in rehab. (Scott D.)

FALL BIBLE STUDY

AUGUST’S
(From August 5) For the Persecuted Church
throughout the world!
Al Guerra Sr. who is battling cancer. (Jamie B.)
“For my mother, Natalie – prayers of gratitude, at
home for improving health, and her birthday on
August 22. (Scott D.)
Cathy Donohue that she will soon be mobile
and out of pain. (Jo G.)
(From August 12) “My friend who is undergoing
surgery this week.” (Amanda P.)
“My parents, Peggy and Ray, as they are both
experiencing health issues. Continued prayers
for Al G., Sr.” (David and Jamie B.)
Ruth Abrams who is having surgery tomorrow
(Pat and Vinny L.)
“My sister, Rosemary, as she leaves Zimbabwe to
go back to England after 60 years there.” (Jo G.)
(From August 19) Ann Weisenberg, who has
been in Mercy Hospital for 2 weeks - She woke
up deaf and confused. (Anne R.)
“For our grandson, Dylan, in his job search.” (Pat
and Vinny L.)
Prayers of healing for Lena Frugia and Paul Epp.
Safe travel and a memorable time for our
children, the Alexander family, as they travel to
Disneyland this week.” (Bobbie and Al L.)
For the people of Chicago as they experience
an unprecedented wave of violence.
A thank you to Fran and Amanda for the ladies’
meeting yesterday which was so inspiring. (Jo
G.)
(From August 26) Please pray for Senator John
McCain’s family.
Continued prayers of healing for Paul Epp and
Lena Fraugia.
Please pray for Amanda to find a full time
teacher’s job soon;
Please pray for Bradley for his looking for a better
full time job;

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES ARE
BEGINNING!
Come join
Pastor Moira for a six-week
course as you’ll explore The
Great Themes of the Bible.
Identical classes will be held in both the
Merrick and Freeport churches giving you
more opportunities to be able to attend.
Here is the September schedule:
First Class:
Sept. 12, in Merrick, at 12 noon
(please feel free to brown bag your lunch);
or in Freeport on September 18 at 7pm.
Second Class: Sept. 25 in Freeport at 7pm;
or in Merrick on September 26 at 12 noon
(brown bag lunch).
If you are interested in attending, please call,
text or email Pastor Moira to let her know.
If anyone has any questions, please give
Pastor Moira a call!

CPC Office Hours Reminder – Pastor Moira will
be in the Merrick office on Wednesdays from
10am-2pm and in the Freeport office on Fridays
from 10am-2pm. Tuesdays will float between the
churches as needed. Please don’t be shy in
calling her up for a cup of coffee!
Please understand that sometimes pastoral
emergencies or meetings do arise, which may
conflict with these office hours, so we
recommend you call the office to confirm that
she is actually in!
Mondays are Pastor Moira’s ‘spiritual health
days’ and she will not be doing any church
business. However, if there is an emergency,
please do not hesitate to call, text or email her
at: 917-327-2119 or moiraahearne@aol.com at
any time.
And as for Barb’s office hours, she’ll be in on:
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30am12:30pm; Wednesdays 8:30am-2:30pm;
Fridays 8:30am-10:30pm

WE’RE BACK…………..!
September 9 is Welcome Back Sunday and we
will be welcoming our CPC Choir back to our
sanctuary. There will be a brief rehearsal at
8:30AM on September 9 followed by rehearsal
after church service.
You can join us
anytime. We always welcome singers with
open arms! No need to "read" music, just a
desire to sing and praise God with a sprinkle
of fellowship thrown in!
~Cathy

UPDATES TO THE CPC DIRECTORY
Amanda Bowker got married and is now Amanda Knol.
Her hubby’s name is Ben and their baby’s name is
Henry. Their new address is:
7 Evergreen Avenue, Lynbrook, NY 11563
And Amanda’s cell # is: 516.659.3116
(Congratulations Amanda and Ben!!!)
Harriet Luce has moved! Her new address is:
The Atria Tanglewood, Room 016, 125 Ocean Avenue,
Lynbrook, NY 11563. Her number remains the same at
516.481.8894. Many happy memories in your new digs,
Harriet!
Amanda and Linwood Pitt are now at:
1435 Broadway, Apt. B, Hewlett, NY 11557.
Her contact number remains the same at 516.362.8302
And after 5+ long years, the Leschinski family has finally
been able to return to their ‘old’ home in Bellmore.
(Remember their home was devastated by Hurricane
Sandy, and it’s taken all this time to rebuild it to federal
guidelines.) Please change their address in your directory
to: 2784 Alder Road, Bellmore, NY 11710. Their home
phone number should also be changed to 516.781.4320.
CONGRATULATIONS, AND WELCOME HOME!!!!

FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP COMMISSION
Periodically, the Membership Commission reaches
out to members we haven’t seen in a while. During
the summer the Commission mailed letters to inactive
members to ascertain their desire for remaining active
members. It was also an opportunity to bring them up
to date as to all that’s happening in our congregation.
Follow-up calls will be made shortly to those who
haven’t yet responded.
Further, as part of the review of the membership
rolls, the Commission will be touching base with
those faithful attendees who have not as yet decided
to become members. Why not choose to say “Yes!”
when asked. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Nancy Stuber, Chair, The Membership, Stewardship
and Mission Commission
A HUGE ‘THANK YOU’
FROM THE LONG ISLAND
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
For a few weeks in August, CPC
collected backpacks/book bags
and school supplies to support the
LICC’s
Emergency Food and Family Support
Program helping Neighbors in need. In total, we
were able to contribute $80 for school supplies and 29
fully stocked book bags for their 2018 back-to-school
drive.
Many, many thanks to everyone who
contributed money and supplies and especially to
Mary Jane Gould who spearheaded this drive and to
her band of helpers who helped pack the book bags!
What a way to start our new church year!

September Birthdays:
Hello from the Lee Family
We recently received a message from the Lee
family (Joseph, Esther, and Deborah). It was great to
hear that the family is doing well in South Korea. In
fact, they were just in Michigan to attend the marriage
of their daughter, Deborah, to a man at the University
of Michigan! (You will recall that while here in
Merrick, Deborah was a member of our choir.)
Although obvious circumstances do not permit their
remaining active members of our congregation, they
wish to continue to remain as friends and in contact
with CPC. Thanks to Cathy Donohue, they also now
have access to our CPCMerrick Website.
We wish the Lee family all the best of luck in the
future, and congratulations to Deborah or her
marriage!
~Gary and Nancy Stuber
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(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t
know it’s your birthday! Please call Diane Wood at 6239495 10 so we can add your name to our list! )

Please join us for a
Welcome Back CPC BBQ on
Saturday, September 8 at
1pm!
The summer has come to
an end, and it’s time to
reintroduce
ourselves
to
another church year.
And
what better way to do that
than by fellowship and food! Drop on by the
church and say hello to those you haven’t seen
over the summer and start getting reading for a
new church year of praise, service, worship and
fellowship!
You KNOW our Fellowship commission will be
pulling out all the stops, but if you can bring a dish
to share, that would be awesome! Please call the
church office (at 378.7761) or Charlie Leschinski,
David Brackett or Scott Dodge and let us know
what you can bring; or sign up in the back of the
Sanctuary.) Anything will be appreciated!
Charlie 781-4320
David 883-7628
Scott 263-2627

We’re looking for a few volunteers to help ”man”
the tables for perhaps a two-hour slot (each)
during the day. And with enough of a response, it
will permit us to take turns at the table while
others walk around the fair. (Please either call me
to sign up or sign up on the paper in the back of
the sanctuary.)
The Street Fair is our chance to put our
church - front and center - in the community at
large. Our participation in the Merrick Street Fair
in recent years has continued to confirm that our
“little” church is a “big” secret here in Merrick.
Forget the fact that we’re going into our 89th year
in Merrick.
We’ll have some handouts about our church,
and some little gifts for any children (wrist bands
and the cross-shaped lollypops have all been big
hits in the past).
But most importantly, it will be another
opportunity to spread Christ’s word!
Faithfully yours,
Gary

And don’t forget about our Welcome Back 9am
Worship service on September 9! Pastor Moira will
be in the pulpit, Cathy will be back on organ, and
our choir will be returning with rested voices and
songs in their hearts! Welcome to another church
year, CPC family. Let’s see what exciting and
memorable happenings are coming our way!

Any articles for the Tower Chimes are due into the
office by the 15th of the prior month, so all articles
for the October edition are due into the office by
September 15. Thank you!

Mary Jane and Lily will again be teaching our
SUNDAY SCHOOL which will begin on Sept. 9!
As a reminder, children will worship with their
families in the sanctuary on the first Sunday of
each month, which is always a Communion Sunday.

Election Day - The Board of
Elections will be using Grafing
Hall as a Primary voting facility on
Thursday, Sept. 13 from 5:30am9:30pm.
MERRICK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
STREET FAIR
We will once again be participating in the
Merrick Chamber of Commerce Street Fair on
Saturday, September 15, from 10 am to 4pm.

SESSION is set to meet next on Wednesday,
September 19 at 7pm in the Sanctuary.
Be on the lookout for a day
of mini golf toward the end
of September. As soon as
the details are finalized, we’ll
get the word out! Four!!!!!
NOW IS A VERY EXCITING TIME AT THE
CHURCH AND TIME TO think about joining either
Session or our Board of Deacons for the 2019
slate. Please, pray about how YOU might be called
to serve the church. Every single one of us has
been given gifts for ministry to share and to
exercise – like muscles! Help is needed in all

aspects of our life together as a community of
faith, from lending a hand to our property
commission, to encouraging and delivering food
pantry donations, to planning worship, to doing
dishes after coffee hours.
Please join in praying for volunteers to step up
to the joyful task of serving the Lord through this
congregation. Your thoughts, suggestions and
questions are most welcome.
Please also think about joining our Usher Team
and / or serving as a Communion volunteer! Bobbie
Zimmerman-Lewis heads both committees and
we’re sure she’d love to see a few new faces to both
groups. Please give her a call at 917-968-5600 if
you’d like to join for 2019 or if you have any
questions.
Please remember, many hands make light work!

WHAT’S COMING UP IN
OCTOBER?
7th – World Communion Sunday with the
Peace and Global Witness Offering

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR &
GARAGE
SALE
You heard it here! CPC’s fall Holiday Bazaar
and Garage Sale is scheduled for Friday
night, Oct. 12 from 7-9pm and Saturday,
Oct. 13 from 10am-3pm.
We will again be having our usual tables –
baked goods, white elephant, jewelry, new and
old items, holiday merchandise, toys and
games, electronics, books, CDs DVDs,
antiques, housewares, etc., with an affordable
and delicious lunch served on Saturday from
11:30am-1:30pm.
And we’re also trying to do something
NEW this year …we’re attempting to have a

few vendor tables and maybe a raffle or
two (with 100% of the raffle proceeds to
benefit local charities).
These two
additions to the bazaar are not yet finalized,
so we’ll keep you posted!
Also new this year is the decision that
ALL prices on anything donated for the
bazaar will be set by our deacons, so
please keep that in mind when donating.
And as usual, we are always in need of items
to stock our tables, so please look around your
homes to see what you’d like to donate to the
bazaar. We’ll accept almost anything except
personal care items and CLOTHES.
No
CLOTHES this year! But we will accept
shoes, hats, pocketbooks, and other clothing
accessories, just no clothes. And as always,
we ask that all donated items be clean and
complete, easy to transport and lift, and in
good condition!
Please call the church first before bringing
your items down so someone is there to
accept them. If you can’t get to the Church,
please give one of us deacons a call, and we’ll
make arrangements to have your items picked
up from you.
Volunteers will be needed to not only set-up
Thursday evening around 9pm-ish and Friday
during the day, but to ‘man’ the tables Friday
night and Saturday, and then to ‘break down’
the bazaar Saturday afternoon when it’s over.
Please sign-up on the sheet in the back of the
Sanctuary, call the church office or Mona
Grimm if you can volunteer your time.
Please remember to put these dates aside,
and thank you in advance for your continued
support of our bazaars and garage sales.

Your deacons, Jessie Gregorio, Mona
Grimm, Rich Kelly, Mary Leschinski, Diane
Wood and Bobbie Zimmerman-Lewis
15th – Tower Chimes Due
20th – Women Fellowship Breakfasts return at
10am at CPC
28th - Reformation Sunday with Communion

SEPTEMBER 2018
Sunday
Office Hours

Monday
Tues.
8:30-12:30 8:30-12:30

Wednes.
8:30-2:30

Thurs.
8:30-12:30

Friday
8:30-10:30

Saturday

1
2

3
Labor
Day!

9am Worship Service; COMMUNION
Pastor Moira in the pulpit;
Usher & Communion Volunteers needed;
CHILDREN WILL WORSHIP WITH THEIR
(office
FAMILIES IN THE SANCTUARY ;
closed)
Refreshments after service;
NASC 1-6pm

9

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY

9am Worship Service;
Pastor Moira in the pulpit;
Welcome Back Cathy Donohue and our
choir!!!
Usher Team #2 (Scott Dodge, Fran Kelly,
Al Lewis and Bobbie Lewis);
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Refreshments after service

16

9a Worship Service;
Pastor Moira in the pulpit;
Usher Team #3 (David Brackett, Jamie
Brackett, Mona Grimm and Joe Nelson);
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Refreshments after service

23

9am Worship Service;
Pastor Moira in the pulpit;
Usher Team #4 (Janel Crummy, Jessie
Gregorio, Tom Rose & Joe Schuessler);
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Minute for Mission
Refreshments after service

10

4

30

9am Worship Service;
Pastor Moira in the pulpit;
Usher Team #5 (Joe Arcuri, Alex Bard,
Pat Lofaro and Vinny Lofaro);
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Minute for Mission
Refreshments after service
OPA 7-

7

8

AA 7:309:30p

Pastor Moira
in 10am2pm
OPA 7-10pm NA 7-9:30p

AA 6:459:30p

11

12

14

15

18

Pastor Moira
in 10am2pm;
BIBLE
STUDY #1 –
12 noon at
CPC
OPA 710pm

19

13

Primary
Election –
Board of
Elections in
G. Hall
5:30am9:30pm
(NA to meet
downstairs)

AA 6:459:30p

20

21

NA
NA 7-9:30
79:30pm

AA 6:459:30p

AA 7:309:30p

Pastor Moira
in 10am2pm.
7PM
SESSION
MTG AT
CPC
OPA 710pm

25

26

27

28

AA 7:309:30p

OPA 710pm

NA 79:30pm

AA 6:459:30p

BIBLE
STUDY
#1 –7pm
at FPC

24

6

1pm CPC
BBQ!!!!!
Everyone
welcome!

AA 7:309:30p

17

5

OFFICE
OFFICIALLY
REOPENS!

Pastor Moira
in 10amBIBLE
2pm.
STUDY
#2 – 7PM BIBLE
STUDY #2 –
AT FPC
12 NOON
AT CPC

Tower Chimes
Articles Due

Merrick
Street Fair
10am-4pm
(volunteers
needed)

22

29

