
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
1 

TOWER 

CHIMES 

From the Desk of Pastor Moira Ahearne 
 

Welcome to the 
monthly newsletter 

of 

Community 
Presbyterian 

Church 
2101 William Place 
Merrick, NY, 11566 
516 – 378 – 7761 

 

E-Mail 
cpcmerrick 

@optonline.net 
 

Website 
www.cpcmerrick.org 

 

Rev. Moira Ahearne, 
Pastor 

moiraahearne@aol.com 
 

Thomas Rose 
Pres. and Treasurer 

Trose1@optonline.net 
 

Gary Stuber 
Clerk of Session 

Stubonline@aol.com 
 

Nancy Stuber 
Financial Secretary 
Callie921@aol.com 

 
 

 

 

  

2018 

Community Presbyterian 
Church of Merrick 

 

July  

2018 

     "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”.  John 12:24 

Dear CPC Family, 
    As Forrest and I were driving across the country a few years 
ago to attend a church conference in Nebraska, it was  
amazing to see mile after mile of flat lands, offering up  
crops of corn, wheat, and soybean.   Sheep and horse  
gathered as if lazily chatting about life on the farm, like friends 
 gathered on the back patio, with a cold drink in hand and the 
 smells of dinner wafting over from the BBQ.    
     That summer trip was bittersweet on a personal level:   
we said goodbye to my vivacious, brilliant sister-in-law Jane,  
who died at the end of July from cancer.  On the other end,  
on our last day in Cleveland, OH, we welcomed our grand-niece  
Aine (pronounced AHN-ya).  Aine was born with a lifetime ahead of summers, hopefully full of 
the brightness, abundance and joy. 
     The church, I believe, is in a similar situation.  God is calling us into an unknown future of joy, 
radiance and abundance—an abundance measured by God’s standards, not our own.  We are 
called to the joy of equality, peace and justice; where wheat fields of sacrificial love, mercy and 
forgiveness can produce prodigious harvests.  To accomplish this, we must let go and rearrange 
aspects of our community life that may no longer work so well in God’s community in the 21st 
century.  
     We are in a time of discernment. COVID-19 has turned our world upside down.  It is wreaking 
havoc with our economy. In the aftermath of George Floyd’s death, a black man who was killed 
by a police officer, worldwide protests, some violent, most peaceful, were the result.  We have 
the opportunity to work for real racial justice and police reform. We, as Christians, following the 
footsteps of Jesus, have the opportunity to speak out on behalf of God’s love and care for the 
downtrodden and oppressed. The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the 
ground” Psa 147:6 “You shall not pervert justice. You shall not show partiality... Justice, and only 
justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you. (Deut. 16:18) 
     In the midst of all the turmoil around us, our church has the opportunity to become a beacon 
of an intergenerational, multicultural, multiracial community right in our building, with the sister 
churches God has led to us.  How do we celebrate our God-made similarities and differences?   
How do we prepare for this? 
     We can bring about a transformation at CPC Merrick.  Over the summer, let us each ask 
ourselves: What is your gift to make this happen?  We can read the Bible and explore what it 
says about unity in diversity.  There are plenty of books to read, movies to watch that celebrate 
God’s abundant and varied creation and promote mutual understanding. We must pray for God’s 
vision, God’s will, how we can welcome and embrace the churches that will find their home at 
CPC-Merrick, and how we can support and care for each other. 
 
                                                                                                               Continues on next page 
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     The bottom line is that CPC-
Merrick has something unique and 
powerful to offer the Merrick 
community.  We believe our 
evolving faith community has 
something vital to offer. Jesus’ 
teachings offer us a moral 
compass that is crucially needed 
for healing in the 21st century. 
     We will need to risk something 
new. All of us need to pray and 
remember that spiritual abundance is our birthright.  God has 
planted this vision in our hearts, so let us get to work 
cultivating the harvest.   
                                                        Faithfully yours in Christ, 

                                                                                     Pastor Moira 
 
 

 

  

HAPPY (?) SUMMER! 
It’s hard to believe that summer is now upon us. 
Spring was somehow lost in the lockdown, and 
now we’re thrown into the summer trying to figure 
out what kind of summer it will be. 
     But our fellowship remains strong. Our online 
services have been well-received, and despite not 
being able to physically gather, our congregation 
remains united. Please reach out to your fellow 
members if you are in need. 
     FYI, a task force has been formed to address 
the issues concerning our reopening. There are 
many things to consider, including the guidance 
provided by the various governments, the 
Presbytery, and others. We also have to consider 
the needs of our tenants – the Powerhouse 
Church, AA, and NA. We need to plan the re-
openings around efficiency and safety for all who 
use our premises. The planning is unfortunately a 
moving target, so an exact date for our reopening 
has not yet been decided.  
     Of course, we also need to acknowledge the 
accompanying social unrest that our country has 
been going through. It is my hope that we can find 
ways to discuss, debate, and address the issues 
of police reform and racial equality - not by tearing 
the country down, but by building the country up. 
Our country is imperfect, but in my opinion, it is 
still the best that we currently have here on earth.  
Summer has historically been the time for rest and 
relaxation. But given we’ve had time to recharge 
during the pandemic, can I suggest that we use 

this summer to discuss and work together for 
finding ways to improve racial equality once we 
return.  
     God bless us all.  Stay safe and be well. 
                                                                      Gary 
 
 

JUNE’S PRAYER REQUESTS 
        
 
 
 
 

(From June 14): May the lives of our police, peacekeepers 
and general public be safe under the NYPD new budget cuts.  
(From June 21):   Prayers for Cathy Donohue’s 90-year old 
brother-in-law, Ted Varnado, who has pneumonia.  
 
 

July Birthdays:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t 
know it’s your birthday!  Please call Diane Wood at 623-9495 
10 so we can add your name to our list!) 
 

 

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE HOURS  
                 Beginning 6/15/20 
Mondays                           8:30am-12:30pm 
Tuesdays:                           8:30am-12:30pm 
Wednesdays:                                         8:30am-1:30pm 
Thursdays:                           8:30am-12:30pm 
Fridays:               8:30am-11:30am 
(Barb will be at the Freeport church on Mondays 1-3, 
Wednesdays 2-4, and on Fridays 12-3.) 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
     Unfortunately, it’s still not safe enough for us to return to our 
sanctuary just yet, so we are continuing with our ZOOM Sunday 
services until it IS safe enough for us all.   

 

 
(From June 7): May the country find 
peace from within; see peaceful 
Protests; and seek improved race-
relations between one another and 
the police. 

 

Clerk’s Corner 

 

Joe Schuessler           12 
Peter Williams             12 
Bradley Kelly               13 
Tom Rose                    16 
Mary Williams              22 
Nancy Stuber              23 
Pauline Murray           25 
Tristan Burlacu            26 
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     Please remember that all our uploaded services can be viewed 
at any time on our Website, Facebook page, and YouTube…..not just 
on Sundays at 9am!  
     If you have any questions about these services or are having 
difficulty viewing them, please let us know.   
     Be well and stay well! 
 
 
To STRATEGIZE REOPENING THE CHURCH amid 
this COVID-19 crisis, Session has authorized the 
formation of a reopening task force.  Session does not 
yet have guidelines at present.  The task force will 
come up with a draft for Session to approve 
     The members of the Task Force are: 
Ernie Bayha, Al Lewis, Bobbie Lewis, Matthew Foster, 
Fuku Foster, Catherine Donohue, and Pastor Moira 
Ahearne 
     We wish them much success with this overwhel-
ming but necessary endeavor! 

 
 
BIBLE STUDY CLASSES ARE WINDING DOWN 
FOR THE SUMMER! 

The last class will be held on July 1, 
then we’ll break for the summer and 
return in September.  Thank you to 
everyone who has been attending 
these classes and especially to 

Pastor Moira.  Enjoy your time off! 

 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO TITHE! 
We seek to maintain our vibrant 

ministries even in the face of these 

imposing times.   

Please continue to send in your 

pledges/tithes/donations to the church.  
There are two ways with which to continue to tithe 

or donate to CPC during these challenging times. 

The good ol’ fashioned ‘snail mail’ and/or through 

the church’s PayPal account found on our website 

and Facebook page. 

Thank you on behalf of our staff, members, 

friends, and creditors!  

 
 

ONGOING CPC PROGRAMS 
COMMUNITY PRAYER MINISTRY with Pastor Moira every 
Sunday evening at 6pm!  Dial 1.605.472.5570  a minute or 
two before 6pm and then when asked, punch in the access 
code 500245  followed by the # sign.   

FREEPORT ANIMAL SHELTER / BOBBI AND THE STRAYS – 
Please keep collecting cat / kitten, dog/ puppy food as well 
as old, clean throw rugs and towels.    They can be brought 
to church when permitted.  Same goes for our ONE-FOOD-
ITEM-A-SUNDAY as well as our PENNIES-FOR-PEOPLE 
collections. 
‘ZOOM’ COFFEE HOURS on Sunday afternoons at 1pm.  
Please be sure to check your email from 

Pastor Moira for your 
‘invitation’.  Everyone is 
invited to join in.  (Please let 
Pastor Moira or the church office know if 
you did NOT receive an invitation.  That only 
means she did not have your email address.  

You will be added to the ongoing Sunday list once she has 
it.) 
 

 
INDEPENDENCE DAY  
Praise the Lord 

everybody! In America, 

the land of baseball, hot 

dogs, apple pie, and 

Chevrolet, one of the 

biggest holidays of the 

year is July 4th, Inde-

pendence Day. The Day 

Americans celebrate 

getting their freedom from England. One of those 

freedoms was “religious freedom”. It was one of the 

pillars of the declaration of Independence, which is 

something they did not have in England. There is 

now a need for Independence Day prayer 2020 in 

the USA. 

     https://prayray.com/independence-day-prayer/ 

Prayer for Independence Day 
Lord of all, we recognize that true freedom comes 
through you, that our ultimate loyalty belongs to you 
and that our real identity is bestowed upon us by you. 
Every day is a gift, every breath a moment to give 
you praise, every hour one in which to live what you 
command. 
     Knowing that you are Alpha and Omega, we ask 
for the wisdom to properly order all else. On this day 
when we celebrate our country’s independence, we 
give thanks for the many blessings we enjoy in this 
land: the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness; the ability to speak what is on our minds, 
even when what we have to say is contrary to 
popular opinion or public policy; and the freedom to 
worship (or not). Help us to recognize that such marks 
of human dignity are for all people and that you, O 
Lord, love and value every person and place you 
have made. 
     May our patriotism be subject to your law, our 
loyalty to country never higher than our obedience to 
your will, our pride of nation always secondary to our 
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humble attempts to follow Jesus Christ. As we 
commemorate this Independence Day, we remember 
that all people are created equal, because you Lord 
created us all and called us good. May our actions, 
laws and hearts reflect the character of our Creator. 
Amen.  
July 4, 2018 by Jill Duffield from the Presbyterian 

Outlook -  https://pres-outlook.org/2018/07/prayer-for-

independence-day/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW!!! – Mark your calendars! On the Sundays July 26 
and August 30, Holmes Camp and Retreat Center is 
partnering with the Presbytery of Long Island, the Presbytery 
of New York City, and the Hudson River Presbytery to offer 
Sunday virtual worship services at 10 am, and we are taking 
them up on their offer!  
     The services will be a combination of live and recorded 
segments and will also remain online afterward for future 
viewing. They will be broadcast on their Facebook page and 
on YouTube.   You can view the service from their website 
at  www.holmescamp.org. or you can go directly onto their 
Facebook and YouTube pages from the links below:   
https://www.facebook.com/HolmesPresbyterianCamp/ 
or 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwomnW7ncXbi-
oxrnc0_xGA 
     We’ll let you know when the services are posted, and a 
copy of their bulletin will be emailed to you beforehand just 
like we’ve been doing.  The bulletin will also be mailed to 
those of you who do not use the internet. 
     Please note that there will NOT be a ZOOM coffee hour 
on those two Sundays. 
(Holmes Camp and Retreat Center is a shared ministry of 
the Presbytery of Long Island, the Presbytery of New York 
City, and the Hudson River Presbytery.)  
 
 

SUMMER FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND  

WEB SITE—WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT       
YOU! 

Thanks to our photographers, Nancy 
Stuber and Al Lewis, we have been   

    able to post terrific photos on our  
    website. But, we need your pictures as  
    well!   

     Please send pictures of activities you are doing this 

summer to emmalou3272@gmail.com or directly to 

our You Tube channel at cpcmerrick@gmail.com.   

     We also use photos for our Facebook 
account.  Don't forget, that a picture says a thousand 
words!                                       Thanks!  Cathy Donohue 
 
      

Please don’t forget about the 
Freeport Emergency Food 
Pantry! They are still in need of 
supplies.   
 Dry Cereal (Cold); Hot Cereal  
(Grits; oatmeal);  Vegetables 
(Canned corn; carrots; spinach, 
collard and green beans, 

etc.); Jelly (plastic bottles preferred);  Soup (any 
kind); Pasta (any kind); Pasta Sauce;  Rice (1- or 2-pound 
bags); Shelf stable milk; Canned meats (Chicken; spam; 
Vienna sausage), Toiletries (Toothpaste; Toothbrushes; 
soap; deodorant; feminine products; razors; shampoo; 
conditioner); Baby diapers (All sizes).  If you have any 
questions, please contact them at 516-868-4989. 
 

 

    Holmes Camp News! 

We're putting together a schedule of posts to 
give you a taste of camp throughout the 
summer! 
 
How will Holmes@Home work? 
We will post to our Facebook page, as well as 
send out information via our eNewsletter list, so 
make sure you're connected with Holmes Camp. 
( And share or tell a friend! ) 
 
Each week we will have some focus on scripture 
from the curriculum that we would've used at 
summer camp and will have videos of camp staff 
doing some of our favorite camp activities! 
 
We will post about two 5-10 minute long videos 
and other posts each week. You'll get to view 
traditional sing-a-longs, camp crafts and super 
secret "Holmes Recipes" you can do at home, 
picture scavenger hunts around camp, interviews 
with the Holmes staff and much, much more! 
 
This is totally free and offered to our community 
to give you a connection to the sacred space we 
know and love. 

 

So get prepared to feel the 
camp spirit! 

 

    
 

  

Any articles for the Tower Chimes are 
due into the office by the 15th of the 
prior month, so all articles for the 

August edition are due into the office by 
July 15.   Thank you! 
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CONGRATULATIONS LILY WILLIAMS! 
Lily graduated Sunrise Drive Elementary School last 
month and took home several honors! 
She received the 
President’s 
Achievement 
Award for 
exceptional work 
ethics, 
determination, and 
outstanding 
academic 
achievement; from 
the Sunrise Drive 
PTA a certificate of 
excellence for an 
outstanding performance on strings; and a Recognition 
Award for showing outstanding respect for herself, others 
and her school! 
     Way to go, Lily!  We’re all very proud of you!   

 
 
Here’s a CHURCH-GARDEN UPDATE from 
Scott, our local church ‘farmer’ when recently 
asked about how the vegetable garden is 
doing:   
“Tomatoes both medium-sized and cherry tomatoes 

are beginning to grow nicely as the days become 

warmer. 

Cucumber vines ... yellow summer squash and green 

bell pepper plants also prefer the summer warmth 

and I am rooting for them...(PUN) . 

Leaf lettuce plants are rapidly getting 

ahead...(PUN) of everything else.  

Watching the potatoes bursting through the rich 

soil in the new planting bed....Thanks to Charlie 

Leschinski and Mona Grimm....is an eye-full 

(PUN)...” 

     As you can see, Scott has an awesome sense of 

humor!  Thank you, Scott, for the veggie good job 

that you are doing!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We’re still hoping for that late 
summer/early fall Garage Sale! 

……...IF it’s safe enough to get out and about.  And as 

always, WE NEED YOUR STUFF!!! 

    Now is a great time to go through your house to see 

what you can get rid of.  We will also allow you to bring 

your items down to the church to drop off.  However, 

you MUST call the church first and set up a day and time.  

There can only be one person here at a time as we must 

still abide by the social distancing guidelines for the 

well-being of us all.  

The same ‘rules’ will apply as in years past. 

1) All items must be clean (PLEASE!!!!) 

2) All items must be in sellable condition 

3) All items must be complete and working 

4) The big, bulky items cannot be delivered until the morning 
of the sale 

5) Any very large items will be returned to you if they are not 
sold 

6) We cannot accept any ‘personal care’ items such as hair 
care devices, shaving or nail care items) unless new and 
packaged 

7) We will not be accepting any clothes, but  please feel free 
to use the bin in the parking lot 

We CAN accept: (but not limited to): shoes, jewelry, 

small furniture, housewares, glassware, tools, rugs, 

throws, luggage, pocketbooks, computer and car stuff, 

books and magazines, baby items, knick-knacks, pictures 

and frames, pet items, (washed!) linens, games, toys, etc.    

Call Mona if you are not sure about any items. 

      Please join together in prayer that this sale can 

happen and that life will return to the ‘new’ normal in the 

near future.    

     If anyone has any questions, please contact any one 

of our deacons or the church office.  

 
God’s SUMMER Survival Kit to You! 

❖ An Apple:  because you’re the apple 
of God’s eye – and ours! 
“See, I have engraved you on the palms of my 
hands” (Isa. 49:16”) 
 ❖ A Snickers bar:  laugh often! 
“He will yet fill your mouth with laughter” (Job 
8:21) 
❖ A Milky Way bar: you are exalted in 
God’s eyes! 
“When I consider the heavens… the moon and 
the stars... who are we… that You are mindful of 
us?” (Ps. 8: 3,4) 
 ❖ A lollipop: with God’s help, you can 
lick your problems. 
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“I will lift up my eyes to the hills — From whence 
comes my help?   My help comes from the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth.”  (Ps 121:1-3)  

❖ A mint:  you are worth a mint to God! 
     “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16) 
 ❖ A 100,000 Grand bar:  You are 
priceless. 
"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay 
down one’s life for his/her friends." (John 15:13). 
 ❖ Chocolate Kisses:  remember to give 
a kiss and a hug to your family every 
day. 
“ Greet one another with a holy kiss” (2 Cor. 
13:12) 

 ❖ Goldfish crackers:  You are o’fish’ally 
chosen by God! 
“For he chose us in him before the creation of the 
world to be holy and blameless in his sight.” (Eph. 
1:4) 
                                   Submitted by Pastor Moira 

 
  
JULY CALENDAR 
Wed., July 1: 12noon Bible Study held outside 
in the front of the church.  (Please let Pastor 
Moira know if you are planning to attend.)  
This will be the last Bible Study until 
September. 
Sat., July 4: Happy Independence Day, 
America! 
Sun., July 5: Communion worship service; 
Service will be posted online to our website and on 

YouTube; 1pm ZOOM Coffee hour; 6pm Dial-in 
Community Prayer Ministry 
Sun., July 12:  Worship Service; Service will be 

posted online to our website and on YouTube; 1pm 
ZOOM Coffee hour; 6pm Dial-in Community 
Prayer Ministry 
Sun., July 19:  Worship service; Service will be 

posted online to our website and on YouTube; 1pm 
ZOOM Coffee hour; 6pm Dial-in Community 
Prayer Ministry   
 
 

 
Sun., July 26: Worship Service by Holmes 
Camp and Retreat Center; their service will be 
posted online to their website, Facebook and 
on YouTube; NO Coffee Hour; 6pm Dial-in 
Community Prayer Ministry 
 

BABY NEWS! 

Congratulations on grand-baby 

#4 for Barbara and Steve 

Rivera!  Kennedy Marie 

Rivera, 8 lbs. 4 oz and 21 ¼”, 

arrived on June 26 to son 

David and wife Kerry, and to big sister Taegan!  

Everyone is doing just fine!   

     Five-year old Taegan is not yet sure about 

her baby sister, “I have to wait till she grows 

up a little to see if I like her.”   

      Congratulations to one and all! 

 
 

JULY FUN FACTS 

~July is the 7th month of the year. However, as per pre-
Caesar period initial Roman calendar, this month was 
known as Quintilis and was the 5th month of the year. This 
month consists of 31 days and has been named after Julius 
Caesar, by the Roman Senate during 46 B.C., when 
Caesar rearranged the calendar. 
~July’s weather is different in two hemispheres of the world. 
In the Northern hemisphere, the weather is at the peak with 
the highest temperature whereas, in the Southern 
hemisphere, it’s exactly opposite. 
~July is usually considered as a monsoon season, but in few 
parts of the world, July lacks rain. Due to this, nature loses 
its greenery and looks kind of dull. Whereas the countries 
like Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Myanmar enjoy heavy 
rainfall. Thus, the earth is greener on this side. 
~Like January in common years, July also begins and ends 
on the same day of the week in leap years. However, in non-
leap years, July endings days don’t generally match with any 
other month’s ending days. 
~Ruby is considered to be the lucky birthstone for July 
month. It is regarded as the king of gemstones and it 
represents wisdom, love, health and romance. According to 
some beliefs, a gorgeous fine Red Ruby stone brings good 
luck to the wearer. Ruby is one of the costliest stone as far 
as the value is concerned. July’s birth flower is Larkspur and 
it is available in different colors. There’s a different meaning 
for each color. For example, a Pink Larkspur would mean 
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fickleness and white larkspur would signify happy nature. 
Purple larkspur is used to indicate first love. Basically, the 
flower larkspur indicates love. 
~The middle day of the year is the month of July, as far as 
theory goes. For non-leap years, 3rd July happens to be the 
mid-point of any given year. 
~July is a famous name for people as well. People also tend 
to name their babies after Julius Caesar, other than July. 
There is also a female adaptation of Julia, which is still 
popular in England and Scotland. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~July is known for the highest number of US presidents’ 
death, as opposed to the month of May, where no US 
Presidents have died. In all, seven US presidents have died 
so far in July, which is way higher than any other month. 
~ You may regard it as a blessing or curse to the humankind, 
but the first ever nuclear bomb was field-tested by the 
scientists on 16th July 1945. This was tested in Alamogordo, 
New Mexico. 
~For the people who bear zodiac sign Leo, their originating 
month is July. 
https://www.speakingtree.in/allslides/interesting-facts-about-
july/8-death-of-us-presidents 
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Children’s Independence Day Coloring Project 
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