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Community Presbyterian 
Church of Merrick 

 “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”            
                                                     (Isaiah 40:31) 
Dear CPC Family:   
May-June is a season of graduations.  Our young people  
have completed courses of training: high school, college,  
vocational programs.    They are ready for the next step,  
whether that is work, an internship, or higher degrees.   
Whatever they decide on, in this day and age, a stable  
career will be a challenge.   Changing jobs every 3-4 years  
is becoming a norm.  With the burden of student loans,  
high rent and suppressed wages, young people find  
themselves staying at home longer. So, graduation, while  
joyful, is a ‘mixed bag.’  Especially when our graduates will not get a 
Commencement Ceremony, thanks to the coronavirus. 
     The church shares in the challenge of navigating new waters.  The church finds 
itself in the brave new world of COVID-19.  We are learning to worship, pray, gather, 
and fellowship remotely, through various audio-visual platforms. We don’t know 
when we will return to “normal,” whatever that now means.  Will we be able to sing 
together? How will we take communion? What will happen to Coffee Hour and 
other social events? How will we go forth into and serve our community and carry 
out the gospel as Jesus commanded? 
     In all this, we discover that the church has ‘graduated.’  We have moved on from 
the old way of being and now navigate strange waters to find still unknown shores.  
This is not a new experience for churches.  Jesus called his disciples from the ranks  

of fishermen and tax collectors to becoming 
 apostles.  Pentecost, which we just celebrated 
 May 31, describes how 18 different cultures 
were able to understand each other through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Things unheard 
of! 
   In Pentecost the disciples graduated from 
being a rag-tag group of followers to being 

leaders of the Way, apostles of Jesus. The truth is that God is used to calling people 
out of old patterns and forging new 
habits, new insights, and new  
connections.  Our task is to listen,  
pray and respond – and celebrate  
that God has called us to ‘graduate.’ 
     So, this month the Church  
celebrates with its young people as  
they pass a new milestone in their  
lives.  Along with our young people, 
we are on a new journey.  Over the 
summer, we will open our hearts to 
new, creative ideas. With humility  
we will begin to learn more skills of 
connection and hospitality. More  
importantly, we will explore new  
outreach ideas that will build bridges  
to our community. 
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     We realize that graduation is not the end of the 
educational process, but is the beginning.   
Presbyterian pastor Fred Rogers (“Mr. Rogers”) 
reminds us: “Often when you think you're at the end  

 of something, you're at the 
beginning of something 
else.”    
     This summer, let us ask 
God, ask each other:   
What is this new 
beginning? 
     Let us find this new 

beginning as we bravely explore new ways to be 
church, in worship, fellowship, serving our 
community, trusting that God will lead us every step 
of the way. 

Faithfully yours, 

   Pastor Moira  

 
 
 
 
Another month completed in this lockdown. 
     I know how frustrating it must be for you all. 
Hopefully, we are nearing the end, but it’s still 
hard to say exactly when.  
     And when we return, things will be different, at 
least for a while. What shouldn’t be different is 
possibly the new-found appreciation for all those 
who have served during this pandemic, working 
to keep us safe. The term “essential” has taken on 
a new meaning during this time. No longer is it just 
those who contribute to the bottom line, but now 
includes those who keep us safe and fed. 
     God bless us all.  Please be well, and stay 
safe.                                     Faithfully yours, Gary 

 

 
Photo credit:  Thanks to Scott Dodge for snapping that 
absolutely gorgeous picture of the front of the church 
with the dogwood tree in full bloom! (Please see the 
picture found on the very top of the front page in the 
center.) 

 

MAY’S PRAYER REQUESTS 
        
(From May 3): From the Lewis Family – 
prayers for our 10-year old nephew, 
Rahsaan Humphrey Jr. who is showing 
symptoms of COVID-19, and prayers for his 

mom, Ronda Lamb  
(From May 10):  Prayers of thanks that Mona’s hospital 
‘visit’ was a quick one and that an ENT physician was later 
able to cauterize the source of her nose blood.   

From the Lewis family - Prayers of thanks that Rahsaan  
   tested negative for COVID-19 as well as for meningitis  
   and Kawasaki disease.  He was a very sick little boy, but  
   is now home recuperating very nicely.  
(From May 17):  For Mona Grimm that her doctors get a 
handle on her recurrent nose-bleeds. 
(From May 24):  From Barbara Rivera – that Kerry’s last  
   month of pregnancy goes smoothly; 
From CPC – thanks to God that Pastor Forrest’s COVID-19  
   test was negative; 
Prayers for safe church reopening’s. 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

     Unfortunately, it’s still not safe enough for us to return to our 
sanctuary just yet, so we are continuing with our ZOOM Sunday 
services until it IS safe enough for us all.   
     Please remember that all our uploaded services can be viewed 
at any time on our Website and YouTube…..not just on Sundays at 
9am!  
     If you have any questions about these services or are having 
difficulty viewing them, please let us know.   
     Be well and stay well! 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND FLAT JESUS!? 
     How many of you remember Flat Stanley? 
     Flat Stanley is an American children's book series 
written by Jeff Brown.  The book recounts the adventures 
of Stanley Lambchop after surviving being squashed flat 
while sleeping by a falling bulletin board. He survives and 
makes the best of being flat, and soon he is entering 
locked rooms by sliding under the door, being rolled up 
to go out to the park and playing with his younger brother 
by being used as a kite. One special advantage is that 
Flat Stanley can now visit his friends in California by 
being mailed in an envelope. Eventually, Stanley wearies 
of flatness and his brother restores his proper shape with 
a bicycle pump. 
     Well, our Christian Education Commissioner, Lily 
Kelman-Nelson, has decided to keep Jesus in the homes 
and hearts of our Sunday School children by 
‘challenging’ them during this self-isolation period while  
paying homage to ‘Flat Stanley.”  
    Each child was asked to color in a picture of Jesus, 
thus ‘Flat Jesus’, and then have ‘Flat Jesus’ accompany 
the children throughout their day.  (Hopefully we’ll have 
pictures of ‘their’ activities together to share.)   
     Once this isolation period is over, Lily will be making 
a collage with the photos for everyone to view!    
     And needless to say, Lily has been very busy these 
past few months with figuring out how to ‘keep Sunday 
School alive’ for our students despite these COVID-19 
restrictions.  She not only attended a Sunday School 
webinar offered through Presbytery, but has kept in 
contact with her students via video calls and emails.  She 
even met individually with each family just before the 

CLERK’S CORNER 
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social distancing guidelines were enacted knowing what 
was coming! 
       Besides challenging her students with ‘Flat Jesus’, 
Lily has turned our students onto ‘Faith Finder Fun’ which 
is a daily 7-minute YouTube video about faith.   It is led 
by Presbyterian ministers, and each day reflects a 
teaching of the Bible with a faith-based activity. 
     Way to go Lily!  And way to go students!  Let’s 
continue our faith journey together despite these 
restrictions. 
       
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. AND MRS. BILL AND 
ELIZABETH ARICO! 

     Our very 
own member, 
Elizabeth 
Eldred was 
married to Bill 
Arico in 
Savannah, 
Georgia, this 
past March 
20.   
     They had a planned elopement to Georgia for later in the 
month, but due to the knowingly upcoming restrictions 
COVID-19 was placing on the states, early one morning they 
decided to just jump in the car and go!   
     Elizabeth said it was great from start to finish and laughed 
while telling us that ‘Rev. Buffy’ had to marry them from six-
feet away!  Please join in wishing Elizabeth and Bill a lifetime 
of happiness together! 
    (Elizabeth and Bill will be living with her dad, Tom, so there 
will be no changes to her listing in the directory, except for 
her last name and now with a hubby, Bill!) 
     Congratulations again!!!! 
      
         
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Brian 
Kelly on his graduation from 

Farmingdale College!  Brian 
received his Bachelors in Criminal 
Justice and will be pursuing a 

career in our legal system.  Fran said he will be putting 
in applications EVERYWHERE! 
     Congratulations, Brian…..job well done!  We are all 
very proud of you! 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO TITHE! 
We seek to maintain our vibrant 

ministries even in the face of 

these imposing times.   

Please continue to send in 

your pledges/tithes/donations  

to the church.  
There are two ways with which to continue to tithe 

or donate to CPC during these challenging times. 

The good ol’ fashioned ‘snail mail’ and/or through 

the church’s PayPal account found on our website 

and Facebook page. 

Thank you on behalf of our staff, members, 

friends, and creditors!  

 

 
UPDATE TO OUR MEMBERS / FRIENDS DIRECTORY 

We have several changes to James Forbes’ listing on 
page 5.   

- He has a new email address:  
jimf13682@gmail.com.  

- There is only one ‘r’ in his street name…it 
should be ‘Mercado.’  

- Please also cross off the home phone 
number as it is no longer in use;  

- And lastly, the listing should read as: *James 
FORBES and Julianne Larsen. 

Please change your directories accordingly.       
 
 

SUMMER FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM  AND                 
WEBSITE 

We will continue to update our 
Facebook page, Instagram, and 
website during the 

summer.  Please send me pictures of your 
summer activities and "get-
togethers".  WE MUST continue to let 

others see all the many activities the people of our 
church are involved in.  Not only is it good evangelism, 
but it's fun!   
Facebook:  Community Presbyterian Church of 
Merrick                                     
Instagram:  community_presbyterian_church 
Website:  cpcmerrick.org 
                                ~Cathy Donohue:  516-698-7484                     
                           Email:  emmalou3272@gmail.com 

 
 

PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT FOR 2020 
     The year is almost half over…..have you 

remembered to pay your per capita apportionment 

yet?  The amount for 2020 is $38.05 per active 
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member.  CPC pays PCUSA on your behalf so 

please, if you are able, reimburse CPC for your share 

by writing a check in the amount of $38.05 made 

payable to Community Presbyterian Church.                                              

Thank you! 

 
 

A REPEAT PLEA FROM THE 
FREEPORT EMERGENCY 

FOOD PANTRY 
      

The LICC Emergency Food 
Pantry WILL CONTINUE to stay open.  However, we have seen 
a sharp decline in direct delivery food donations from Churches 
and Congregations.  At this time of social awareness, in an effort 
to support social distancing and promote healthy living, we are 
asking for your support to continue in Serving Our Neighbors 
in Need with donations by alternative means, please see below: 

 LICC website, LICCDonate.org.  
OR Amazon.com and have items shipped directly to, OR 

mail a check to: 
Long Island Council of Churches 

 Attn: Emergency Food Drive,  230 Hanse Avenue 
  Freeport, New York 11520-1009 

Emergency Items Needed: 
DRY CEREAL (COLD); HOT CEREAL (GRITS; OATMEAL);  

(Breakfast items are much needed right now!); 
 Vegetables (Canned corn; carrots; spinach, collard and green 

beans, etc.);  Jelly (plastic bottles preferred);  Soup (any 
kind);  Pasta (any kind);  Pasta Sauce;  Rice (1- or 2-pound 
bags);  Shelf stable milk; Canned meats (Chicken; spam; 
Vienna sausage),  Toiletries (Toothpaste; Toothbrushes; 

soap; deodorant; feminine products; razors; shampoo; 
conditioner);  Baby diapers (All sizes) 

     If you have any questions, please contact the Freeport 
Emergency Food Pantry at 516-868-4989. 
    Thank you from the hungry Long Islanders we serve, staff, 
and Long Island Council of Churches’ Administrative Board for 
your support in helping us in Serving Our Neighbors in Need. 

   Anthony Achong,   Director of Administration and Operations 

 

 

And speaking of sharing…. 

Long-time friend of CPC, author and blogger, Ethel-
Lee Miller, sent the below in her most recent email 
blog.  (Thank you, Ethel!!  Your timing is impeccable.)   

                       A Metta Meditation  
         Posted by Ethel Lee-Miller on May 2, 2020  
“For your heart. I don’t know the original author, having 
heard it at Spring Hill in the ‘80s, and having read it in 
works connected to Jon Kabat Zin, Jack Kornfield, and 
Thich Nat Hanh. I share it here in what is probably an 
often-revised version. It holds a simple rhythm and 
message that can comfort in this very unsettling time. 

 
‘A Metta Meditation’ 

 

May I be filled with loving-kindness. 
May I be well in body and mind. 
May I be peaceful and at ease. 

May I be happy.  May I be happy. 
 

May You be filled with loving-kindness. 
May You be well in body and mind. 
May You be peaceful and at ease. 

May You be happy.  May You be happy. 
 

May All be filled with loving-kindness. 
May All be well in body and mind. 
May All be peaceful and at ease. 

May All be happy.  May All be happy. 
 

(Ethel Lee-Miller blogs regularly about people, the power of words, and 
the writing life. She’s retired from professional writing gigs after 30 years 
of teaching, coaching, editing, and gathering writers to publicly share 
their work. She is the author of Thinking of Miller Place, and Seedlings, 
Stories of Relationships. In retirement she’s writing to inspire, to connect 

with folks, and for the pure enjoyment of it.)” Please also check-out her 
website at:  https://etheleemiller.com 
 
 

MAKING LEMONADE OUT OF LEMONS! 
Well, CPC is not sitting on its hands and doing nothing during this 
downtime.  We’ve decided to make lemonade out of those lemons by 
tending to a few areas around the church that were in need of a little 
attention!   

     The floor in our Fellowship Hall was given a brand-new 
polishing job (thank you Gonzalo); 

The downstairs bathrooms now have a new coat of paint 
 (thank you Gonzalo); 

a large part of the Sunday School floor is under replacement (thank 
you Frank , Danny and Joe Arcuri); 

the church gutters have been cleaned (thank you Charlie); 
the front bushes on the east side of the church have been tamed 

(thank you Frank and Danny); 
Danny, Frank’s son, has been hard at work keeping the front lawn 

of the church presentable (thank you Danny); 
Several small, dead bushes/trees have been removed from the 

front and side of the church (thank you Frank and Danny); 
Scott has prepared and begun planting veggies for our garden out 

back (thank you Scott); 
Charlie erected a new veggie bed for Scott to expand our grow area 

(thank you Charlie!); 
The Wynsum Ave. sign area is getting a much-needed manicure 

(thank you Frank); 
Our CPC front lawn signs are being replaced by a newer one 

presently under construction by Frank who is working with Session 
(thank you Frank and Session) 

 

Would you like sugar with that?!!! 
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HELP FOR COVID-19 VICTIMS 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is 
asking for donations to help with 
the COVID-19 crisis.  If you would 
like to help, please designate and 

send your gift to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
100 Witherspoon St., Louisville, KY 40202 writing 
COVID-19 in the memo line, or you may donate by 
phone by calling 1-800-872-3283. 

 
WOULD ANYONE LIKE TO SHARE? 

In these past 60 days of social isolation, some 

of us have had to come up with unique ways to 

hang on to our sanity or just get through each 

day in one piece.  Why not share some of your 

‘techniques’ with others!  Please do so by 

writing or emailing the church before the 15th 

of this month so we can share ‘stories’ in the 

July Tower Chimes.  You never know who your 

story may touch and save!  

 
ONGOING CPC PROGRAMS 

COMMUNITY PRAYER MINISTRY with Pastor Moira every 
Sunday evening at 6pm!  Dial 1.605.472.5570  a minute or 
two before 6pm and then when asked, punch in the access 
code 500245  followed by the # sign.   
FREEPORT ANIMAL SHELTER / BOBBI AND THE STRAYS – 
Please keep collecting cat / kitten, dog/ puppy food as well 
as old, clean throw rugs and towels.    They can be brought 
to church when permitted.  Same goes for our ONE-FOOD-
ITEM-A-SUNDAY as well as our PENNIES-FOR-PEOPLE 
collections. 

AND SOMETHING NEW! ‘ ZOOM’ COFFEE 
HOURS on Sunday afternoons 
at 1pm.  Please be sure to 
check your email from Pastor 
Moira for your ‘invitation’.  
Everyone is invited to join in.  (Please let 

Pastor Moira or the church office know if you did NOT 
receive an invitation.  That only means she did not have 
your email address.  You will be added to the ongoing 
Sunday list once she has it.) 
 
 

 JUNE HAPPENINGS 

June Birthdays:   
 
 
 
 

 
Peg Sorrentino               24 
Harriet Luce           25 
Kristen Jacobsen       30 
(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t 
know it’s your birthday!  Please call Diane Wood at 623-
9495 so we can add your name to our list!) 
 
 

JUNE 7 – TRINITY SUNDAY 
On Trinity Sunday we proclaim the 
mystery of our faith in the triune God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One-in-Three 
and Three-in-One. 
Unfathomable mystery - An excerpt from 

the Companion to the Book of Common 

Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 149-150) 

     Unlike other festivals in the church’s liturgical calendar, 
Trinity Sunday centers on a doctrine of the church, rather 
than an event. It celebrates the unfathomable mystery of 

God’s being as Holy Trinity. It is a day of adoration and 
praise of the one, eternal, incomprehensible God. 
     Trinity Sunday, in a sense, synthesizes all we have 

celebrated over the past months which have centered on 
God’s mighty acts: Christmas-Epiphany celebrating God’s 

taking flesh and dwelling among us in Jesus Christ; Easter 
celebrating Christ’s death and resurrection for us; 

Pentecost celebrating God the Holy Spirit becoming our 
Sanctifier, Guide, and Teacher. It is, therefore, a fitting 

transition to that part of the year when Sunday by Sunday 
the work of God among us is unfolded in a more general 

way. 
     The triune God is the basis of all we are and do as 
Christians. In the name of this triune God we are baptized. 

As the baptized ones we bear the name of the triune God in 
our being. We are of the family of the triune God. We affirm 
this parentage when, in reciting the creeds, we say what we 

believe. Our discipleship is rooted in the mighty acts of this 

triune God who is active in redeeming the world. The triune 
God is the basis of all our prayers — we pray to God the 
Father, through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. The Trinity 
holds central place in our faith. … 

     In celebrating Trinity Sunday, remember that every 

Lord’s Day is consecrated to the triune God. On the first day 

of the week, God began creation. On the first day of the 
week, God raised Jesus from the grave. On the first day of 
the week, the Holy Spirit descended on the newly born 

church. Every Sunday is special. Every Sunday is a day of 
the Holy Trinity.   
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christ
ianyear/trinity-sunday/ 

                           
 
 

 
Jonathan Creighton 
Amanda (Bowker) Knol    2 
Jun Luke Foster              19 
Brian Donohue       23 
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The Shamrock and the Trinity 
Legend has it that when Saint Patrick told the King 
of Ireland about the Trinity, the king could not 
believe three Persons in the Godhead could exist as 
one. Lifting up a sprig of shamrock, Saint Patrick 

said: “Here is a perfect leaf with three perfect parts.” The shamrock 
became a well-known symbol of the Holy Trinity. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/trinity/ 

Please see page 9 for a children’s coloring activity. 
 

 

JUNE 14 – FLAG DAY 
“Flag Day is a holiday observed 
annually on June 14. It is a day that 
commemorates the adoption of the 
flag of the United States that took 
place in 1777 by resolution of the Second Continental 
Congress. The United States Army also celebrates the Army 
Birthday on this date. 
History of Flag Day 
The history of Flag Day 2020 dates back to June 14, 1777, 
when British symbols of the Grand Union flag were 
replaced with a new design featuring 13 white stars in a 
circle on a field of blue and 13 red and white stripes (one 
for each state) by the Continental Congress. The number of 
stars increased as the new states entered the Union, but 
the number of stripes stopped at 15 and was later returned 
to 13. 
     In June 1886 Bernard Cigrand made his first public 
proposal for the annual observance of the birth of the flag. 
Cigrand's efforts to ensure national observance of Flag Day 
finally came when President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
proclamation calling for a nationwide observance of the 
event on June 14, 1916. 
     However, Flag Day did not become official until August 
1949, when President Harry Truman signed the legislation 
and proclaimed June 14 as Flag Day. In 1966, Congress also 
requested that the President issue annually a proclamation 
designating the week in which June 14 occurs as National 
Flag Week. 
Traditions of Flag Day 2020 
     Traditionally, Flag Day 2020 is viewed as a time of honor. 
The flag of the United States represents freedom and has 
been an enduring symbol of the country's ideals since its 
early days; therefore people (across the United States) use 
this day to reflect on the foundations of the nation's 
freedom. They also remember their loyalty to the nation, 
reaffirm their belief in liberty and justice, and observe the 
nation's unity.”  
www.calendar-365.com/holidays/flag-day.html 
      

So please display your flag proudly and encourage others 
to do the same.  Especially in this time of isolation and 
loneliness, we need to pull together when we can to be 
part of the bigger picture, and that bigger picture is the 
USA!!!  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 20 - WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
Each June 20, the globe comes together to honor World 
Refugee Day. The United Nations General Assembly 
launched the holiday in 2000, and since then, the worldwide 
community has spent the day focused on ways to improve 
the lives of refugees.  
     Most of us know that refugees are forced to leave their 
homes due to war, terror, or other crises—but fleeing their 
home country is often just the beginning of a difficult 
journey. Many refugees find themselves living in camps until 
they are resettled—some of which are dangerous or not 
well-equipped for long term living. Refugees don’t always 
have a say in which country they are ultimately relocated to, 
and the bureaucratic process involved in finding their new 
home can take years. Worldwide refugee crises have taken 
center stage in the news in recent years, so it’s more 
important than ever to share support and to celebrate World 
Refugee Day.  

     SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO OBSERVE WORLD REFUGEE 
DAY 

1. Attend a United Nations event 
The UN plans to host live digital events on World Refugee 
Day discussing the world refugee crisis, future goals 
surrounding the topic, and how to make a difference. Be 
on the lookout for summaries of the events’ happenings, 
or see if you can attend for yourself. 

2. Be a friend to refugees in your community 
Reach out to refugees in your area. Consider inviting them 
into your home for dinner, or to spend a few nights in your 
guest room if they’re in need of somewhere to stay. 
Introduce them to your local community so they’ll have an 
easier time getting to know their new neighborhood. 
Simply being a friend can make a major positive impact in 
someone’s life, and serving as a guide to the community 
can be incredibly helpful. 

3. Use your job to make a difference 
No matter what you do for a living, there’s a good chance 
that your professional skills can be used to improve the 
lives of others. Volunteer your work-related talents to local 
refugee organizations. Last year, the UN shared a goal that 
someday soon, every refugee would have the opportunity 
for an education, to their communities. Chances are,  

Any articles for the Tower Chimes are due 
into the office by the 15th of the prior month, 

so all articles for the July edition are due 
into the office by June 15.   Thank you! 

 

 

Our Saturday Women’s Fellowship Breakfasts are 

still not meeting yet.  Let’s pray for things to get 
back to normal by NEXT month! 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/trinity/
https://www.bing.com/search?FORM=BQSBRL&PC=BQ02&q=fLAG+dAY+2020
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you’ve got a skill or talent that can help in working toward 
one of those goals. If you own a business or are a hiring 
manager, you may also consider employing local refugees 
who are in need of work. 
     https://nationaltoday.com/world-refugee-day/ 

 

 
 
 

JUNE 20 – 224TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CONVENE 
     Commissioners and advisory delegates from all 170 
PC(USA) presbyteries, and other delegates and observers 
from around the world were to be converging on the 
Baltimore Convention Center in downtown Baltimore for 
celebrations, deliberations, and inspiration in support of the 
denomination’s biennial gathering.  But for the first time in 
the history of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the 
denomination’s General Assembly will be held online only.  
     The Committee on the Office of the General Assembly 
(COGA) voted unanimously to approve a plan for a reduced 
assembly gathering that will require everyone involved — 
commissioners, advisory delegates, corresponding 
members and staff — to participate in a digital assembly. 
What is the General Assembly? 
The General Assembly consists of commissioners elected 
by presbyteries. Half of the commissioners will be ruling 
elders, half will be teaching elders. Few will ever have been 
commissioners to the General Assembly before, but most 
will have served in one of the other governing bodies of our 
church: the session, which provides care and oversight of a 
local congregation; the presbytery, which provides care and 
oversight of a group of congregations; or the synod which 
provides care and oversight of several presbyteries. 
     It reviews the work of synods, resolves controversies in 
the church, is responsible for matters of common concern 
for the whole church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the 
church. 
     The General Assembly has several specific 
responsibilities outlined in Chapter 3 of the Book of Order. 
The assembly seeks to protect our church from errors in 
faith and practice, is responsible for assuring that the 
expression of our theology remains true to the biblical 
standards in our historic confessions. The General 
Assembly presents a witness for truth and justice in our 
community and in the world community. It sets priorities for 
the church and establishes relationships with other 
churches or ecumenical bodies. 
 
 
 

How Does it Work?   
First, reports and recommendations come from the various 
arms of the Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Office of 
the General Assembly. 
     The Office of the General Assembly, headed by the 
Stated Clerk, is the ecclesiastical arm of the church. The 
Stated Clerk and his staff work to ensure 
that the Presbyterian Church maintains 
itself as a church. The Office of the 
General Assembly carries out all 
constitutional, and most ecumenical 
functions at the General Assembly. 
     Mission programs are carried out by 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency which 
supervises the work directed to be done by the General 
Assembly, and can make certain decisions on behalf of the 
Assembly. 
     Overtures from synods and presbyteries are the second 
source of General Assembly business. These governing 
bodies use Overtures to bring recommendations and 
matters of concern before the whole church. 
     Commissioners Resolutions are a third source of 
General Assembly business. As a commissioner one is 
entitled to sign two resolutions which will come before the 
whole assembly. 
     The meeting begins with an orientation on Saturday 
afternoon and that evening the plenary, or whole General 
Assembly, meets together to elect a Moderator from among 
the commissioners assembled. 
     The Moderator presides over the plenary meetings for 
the rest of the week. 
     Once a Moderator is elected, the assembly breaks up 
into assembly committees to consider particular kinds of 
business. Each committee is responsible for considering a 
number of items, and reporting back to the General 
Assembly on completed actions or their recommendations.  
     The combined insights of all those on assembly 
committees become the recommendations to the whole 
assembly. If they are approved, they guide the church in the 
years to come.  
                  http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga/ 
     We hope we’ve given you some information that you 
didn’t know before.  There’s nothing like ‘learning’! 
 

    
JUNE 21 – TODAY WE HONOR FATHERS 

AND PRESBYTERIAN MEN! 
We will be paying homage to fathers 
and Presbyterian men today with a 
special service.   
     We all know what 
Father’s Day is 

about… appreciating the love and effort 
of our fathers, which most of them truly 
deserve.  But not everyone is raised by a 
‘good’ father and some without a father 
at all. And in these instances, we can choose to celebrate 
the father-like figures in our lives.  
     Please see the next page for a prayer for all fathers and 
father-like figures.  There is also a Father’s Day picture for 
children to color on page 10. 

 

 

 

https://nationaltoday.com/world-refugee-day/
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/ga/ga/


We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers in our 
lives. 
 

Fatherhood does not come with a manual, and reality 
teaches us that some fathers excel while others fail. 
We ask for Your blessings for them all and forgiveness 

where it is needed. 
 

This Father's Day we remember the many sacrifices 

fathers make for their children and families, and the 
ways--both big and small--they lift children to achieve 
dreams thought beyond reach. 
 

So too, we remember all those who have helped fill the 
void when fathers pass early or are absent; 
grandfathers and uncles, brothers and cousins, 

teachers, pastors and coaches and the women of our 
families. 
 

For those who are fathers, we ask for wisdom and 

humility in the face of the task of parenting.  

Give them the strength to do well by their children  
and by You. 
 

In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.  Amen. 

                                                              - Rev. Chuck Currie 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-
resources/prayer-index/fathers-day-prayers 

 

      On June 21 we will also be celebrating 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN OF THE CHURCH!  Here’s some 

information from Presbytery Mission about 

celebrating Presbyterian Men:   

     “Presbyterian Men Sunday is the Sunday otherwise 

recognized as Father’s Day. The General Assembly 

intentionally planned for the Church on this day to 

recognize the contributions of all men and not limit 

today’s celebration only to those who have children. It 

includes single men, stepfathers, grandfathers, men 

who are unable to be with their children, and all other 

men who do not necessarily fit in these categories.  

Regardless of their family situations, all Presbyterian 

Men are called by God to share their time, talents, 

spirit, and energies fulfilling their call to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ, and to act like fathers to all the children 

in their congregation. 

     The General Assembly designated this Sunday as a 

special day to recognize the gifts and contributions of 

men to the Church’s ministry. In every congregation 

and council of the church, men are working and 

praying to make better communities, to strengthen 

and broaden the faith of their brothers in Christ, and 

to make new disciples for Christ. 

     Join with us for a day of thanksgiving as our 

congregation recognizes, rejoices, and renews its 

commitment to provide the vital ministries of men 

performing their unique Christian duties in the home, 

church, workplace and community.” 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology
-formation-and-evangelism/men-of-the-

church/presbyterian-men-sunday/ 

 
RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

And on Father’s Day for many, many 
years we’ve also recognized our 
Christian Education Commission and 
our Ministry of Music during our worship 
service, otherwise known as 
Recognition Sunday.    But due to the 

Covid-19 situation this year, we thought it best to 
postpone this celebration until next year.     
     That certainly doesn’t mean we don’t recognize 
and revel these two commissions!  It just means we 
are unable to physically celebrate them on this 
specified day! 
     Our Christian Education commission and our 
Ministry of Music are two facets of the church we could 
not do without, and we wholeheartedly appreciate the 
time and efforts put in by both Lily and Cathy, their 
collaborators AND our choir!   
     Please know that you are all truly appreciated by 
everyone!! 
                              Fran Kelly, Worship Commissioner  

      
             

SUMMER CHURCH FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
     WHEN AND IF social distancing comes to 
an end, be on the lookout for summer events and 
activities through CPC.  Whatever summer 
activities we HOPEFULLY WILL BE ABLE TO 
PLAN, they are always open to your friends and 
family! 
     Be sure to check the summer bulletins and our 
website!  
 

JUNE CALENDAR 
Sunday, June 7:  Trinity Sunday; Communion Service will be 
posted online to our website and on YouTube; 1pm ZOOM Coffee 
Hour; 6pm Community Prayer Ministry. 
Sunday, June 14 – Flag Day; Worship service will be posed online 
to our website and on YouTube; 1pm ZOOM Coffee Hour; 6pm 
Community Prayer Ministry. 
Monday, June 15 – July Tower Chimes articles due 
Saturday, June 20 – World Refugee Day and the convening of 
the 224th General Assembly 
Sunday, June 21:  Fathers’ Day and Presbyterian Men of the 
Church day; Service will be posted online to our website and on 
YouTube; 1pm ZOOM Coffee Hour; 6pm Community Prayer 
Ministry. 
Tuesday, June 23:  Primary Election Day 

 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/fathers-day-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/fathers-day-prayers
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/men-of-the-church/presbyterian-men-sunday/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/men-of-the-church/presbyterian-men-sunday/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/men-of-the-church/presbyterian-men-sunday/


Sunday, June 28 - Service will be posted online to our website 
and on YouTube; 1pm ZOOM Coffee Hour; 6pm Community 
Prayer Ministry. 
Tuesday, June 30 – Stated Meeting of Presbytery 

 

LATE SUMMER/EARLY FALL  GARAGE SALE 
     We’re still hoping and praying for that late 

summer/early fall GARAGE SALE once it’s safe enough 

to get out and about.  And as always, WE NEED YOUR 

STUFF!!! 

    Now is a great time to go through your house to see 

what you can get rid of.  We will also allow you to bring 

your items down to the church to drop off.  However, 

you MUST call the church first and set up a day and time.  

There can only be one person here at a time as we must 

still abide by the social distancing guidelines for the 

well-being of us all.  

The same ‘rules’ will apply as in years past. 

1) All items must be clean (PLEASE!!!!) 

2) All items must be in sellable condition 

3) All items must be complete and working 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) The big, bulky items cannot be delivered until the morning 
of the sale 

5) Any very large items will be returned to you if they are not 
sold 

6) We cannot accept any ‘personal care’ items such as hair 
care devices, shaving or nail care items) unless new and 
packaged 

7) We will not be accepting any clothes, but  please feel free 
to use the bin in the parking lot 

We CAN accept: (but not limited to): shoes, jewelry, 

small furniture, housewares, glassware, tools, rugs, 

throws, luggage, pocketbooks, computer and car stuff, 

books and magazines, baby items, knick-knacks, pictures 

and frames, pet items, (washed!) linens, games, toys, etc.    

Call Mona if you are not sure about any items. 

      Please join together in prayer that this sale can 

happen and that life will return to the ‘new’ normal in the 

near future.    

     If anyone has any questions, please contact any one 

of our deacons or the church office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S ‘TRINITY SUNDAY’ COLORING ACTIVITY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHILDREN’S FATHER’S DAY COLORING ACTIVITY 
 
 


