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The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.” Psalm 34 

 
Dear CPC Family, 

     What a summer 2020 has been! 

     Here it is, the beginning of August and 

We are six months into a pandemic, 

that, while it may be now under control 

here in New York, we still are not out of 

the woods. Protests and demonstrations 

are still running rampant in parts of our 

country reminding us of the deep need  

for healing across our land. 

     On top of all this record-breaking summer 

heat! It has been tough!  However, in times of trouble I turn to scripture. Through 

our challenging times I have found this verse from the prophet Zephaniah 3:17 

helpful:   
     “The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.”   

     God is with us in the storm.  God’s love will calm our disquieted hearts with his 

love. It is in these times that God would have us focus on all the blessings in our 

lives that we may overlook.   Steady health? Food in the house? Friends and family 

who are safe and well? The beauty of nature, the call of the crickets? The love of a 

savior who is at our side? The ability to reach out and care for each other in the 

midst of the pandemic?  In it all, God exults in us, and I imagine the music of the 

heavenly chorus rolling over us, filling our spirit with the peace that passes all 

understanding. It fills me with a confidence that declares, “I don’t know what the 
future holds, but I do know Who holds the future.” 

     With the confidence, we move forward.  The Reopening Task Force has been 

diligent in its duties. We look forward to reopening the Church on September 13, 

Welcome Back Sunday. Sunday School will reopen, onsite and virtual, under the 

able care of Elder Lily Kelman-Nelson. We will continue to record the worship 

service for those who prefer to stay at home. You can find our COVID-9 Care 

Guidelines on page 3……we will continue to be church!  

     We are cautiously and optimistically planning a church picnic with social 

distancing on August 9. Please see the article on page 4! We are slowly and carefully 

moving forward. May the second half of 2020 bear holy fruit and strengthen and 

renew our spirits as we live out our faith together, worshipping God and serving 

each other and our neighbors. 

Faithfully yours, 
 

Pastor Moira 
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 HAPPY SUMMER, Part 2! 
      Recently, it’s been said that many are losing track 
of time during this pandemic. I, for one, sometimes 
have to think what day it is upon arising in the morning. 
    With this lock down, each day seems like the last, 
with no end in sight. As such, I could easily repeat last 
month’s Clerk’s Corner. But I see hope on the horizon.  
     Our leadership is working towards reopening our 
church come September. We will be testing 
procedures for a safe re-opening for both our 
congregation and for the various groups that use our 
facilities. I know it’s been a rough ride for many of us, 
so it’s important that we remember during this time our 
friends while taking care of ourselves. 
     Our task force has prepared guidelines for a safer 
re-opening. These guidelines are being distributed to 
our Tenants – the Powerhouse Church, AA, and NA 
for their use, and in formulating their own guidelines.  
     And I can’t ignore the continuing social unrest in our 
country. It remains my hope that we can find ways to 
discuss, debate, and address the issues of police 
reform and racial inequality, without the use of 
violence and destruction. Please pay attention to our 
Pastor’s missives on this topic as our Denomination, 
our Presbytery and our Congregation address these 
matters. 
     Again, this has been a strange summer. I’d suggest 
you use the remainder of the summertime for rest and 
relaxation. And where you have been mandated to 
quarantine, I’d also suggest that you enjoy this 
additional time with your family and friends – socially 
distancing, of course.     
     God bless us all.  Stay safe and be well. 

                                                                     Gary 
 

 

July’s Prayer Requests 
 
(From July 5): Healing prayers for the 
son of Rev. Kymberley Clemons-Jones 
who just underwent brain surgery last 

week; 
Healing prayers for Presbytery’s Treasurer, Patrick Knight, 
who is suffering from kidney failure and is awaiting a 
transplant;  
Prayers of congratulations on the birth of Kennedy Marie 
Rivera to parents David and Kerry and big sister, Taegan; 
(From July 12): Prayers for the Freeport Emergency Food 
Pantry who JUST received word that they have lost their 
funding as of June 30, 2020. 
 (From July 19): Prayer of personal thanks that everyone 
involved in a recent police cruiser accident was not seriously 

injured and for the quick response time of the NYPD and 
EMS teams.  (From Barbara R.) 
(From Aug. 2):  Prayers of condolences to the Arroyo families 
on the passing of matriarch, Norma, on July 24. (Barbara R.) 
Prayers for Ann Polhemus who had to be temporarily 
relocated due to a car accident affecting her building.   
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS! 

   
 
 
 
 
 
(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t 
know it’s your birthday!  Please call Diane Wood at 623-
9495 10 so we can add your name to our list! ) 
 
 

WELCOME (BACK) TO THE 

SANCTUARY!! 
     As Gary mentioned earlier, this has been a very 

strange summer.  And like he also mentioned, positive 

changes are happening. 

     During the month of August, we will be opening up 
our sanctuary on a limited basis.  It will be open to 
private devotions during office hours and on 
Saturdays at 1pm to attend the recording of the 
Sunday service.  Both opportunities are limited to five 
people.  If you wish to come in during the week or for 
the recording, you MUST register with the office and 
comply with the church COVID-19 guidelines.  Please 
be sure to bring a mask as well as hand sanitizer.  We 
are also asking for your cooperation in bringing 
cleaning materials/products in order to sanitize the 
area in which you sit.    
     You will need to call the office to reserve a spot by 
10am Friday of each week to attend the Saturday 
recording.  “Reservations” will be taken on a first 
come, first served basis with priority being given to 
those who do not use a computer.  You will also be 
prescreened for COVID-19 exposure when you call 
through a series of questions, and then again when 
you arrive to watch the recording on Saturday. 
     Please bear with us as we navigate the safety of all.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please give the 
office or Pastor Moira a call. 
     Of course, specific guidelines will have to be 
followed for both opportunities. 

 

 

Clerk’s Corner 

 

   Jeremy Creighton 
Alfred Lewis                      9 
Cassandra Grimm      12 
Frank Kost            13 
Tracy Stuber               15 
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     The Sanctuary will be open during the week on  
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 8:30am-
12:30pm, on Wednesdays from 8:30am-1:30pm and 
on Fridays from 8:30am-11:30pm.   
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thankfully Phase IV is giving us more opportunity to 
return to church, and hopefully by September 13, 
which will be our ‘Welcome Back Sunday’, our pews 
will be filled with 18 smiling faces! 
     Below please find the guidelines we will be 
following until further notice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPC Covid-19 Church Care Guidelines 
(Effective July 2020 and in force until further notice) 

✓ Reserve a space (or spaces for families) with the office (516-378-7761) no later than 10:00am on Fridays 

and answer basic questions about COVID19 symptoms. 

o Seating priority is given to those who do not have computers and do not have access to recorded 

worship. 

✓ Wear a mask at all times. Signs will be posted. 

✓ Maintain social distance at least 6 feet from other people. 

✓ Follow the directions of the trained usher where to sit, when to enter and exit. Unexpected visitors 

should follow the directions of the ushers. 

✓ Sit only in spaces marked with a blue “X”. 

✓ Doors will be propped open as weather permits or handled by a trained usher with gloves on. 

✓ Sanitize your hands before entering and leaving the sanctuary. 

✓ Bibles, Hymnbooks, etc. have been temporarily removed from pew racks. All information will be 

contained in a bulletin distributed by ushers. 

✓ Very soft congregational singing or humming is permitted with masks worn at all times. Unison prayers 

and responses are permitted with masks and speaking very softly. 

✓ Congregants shall remain in the pews during the Passing of the peace of Christ at the end of the service, 

done to the tune of “Edelweiss.”   Signs of peace shall be passed remotely. 

✓ Please call or text prayer requests to Pastor Moira (917.327.2119), or bring a written prayer request to 

worship. Place your prayer request in the plate as directed by ushers.  

✓ When communion is celebrated, sealed communion kits that have been sanitized will be available along 

with bulletins, follow the directions of the ushers. Worshipers may bring their own supplies. 

✓ When the time comes that youth/children return, they will remain in their seats with their families for 

the children’s moment, and the pastor will keep a distance of at least six feet from congregants. 

✓ Coffee hour is suspended for the time being until it is safe to resume. “Meet and Greet” on the church 

lawn will be permitted as weather permits.  Social distancing will continue to be practiced. 

✓ Windows will be kept open and fans used to expel air from the Sanctuary as weather allows. 

✓ Collection plates will be located at the back of the sanctuary for your offering. You may also donate 

online through PayPal or mail it in. 

✓ Bathrooms: One person at a time, and when not in use the door will be kept open. For those who can 

manage stairs, use of the downstairs bathroom is encouraged. Please be considerate and alert to the 

situation. Kindly wipe all surfaces you have touched in order to keep the facilities clean and sanitary! 

 We will also have special ‘restroom’ guidelines in place for everyone’s safety.   

1)   Please use restroom only one person at a time. 

2)   Please clean surfaces you touch   with sanitary wipes or spray provided in each  restroom. 

3)   Please dispose of cleaning wipes in waste receptacle not the toilet.  

4)  Please leave your mask on while using the restroom. 

5)   Please, don’t stay in the restrooms longer than necessary.   Others may need the facilities. 
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And please know that we have welcomed 
back our AA, NA and NASC groups to the 
church!  They, too, will be following strict 

COVID-19 guidelines as put forth by CPC and 
the CDC. 

(We do not yet have any information on 
when Powerhouse Church will return to the 

Sanctuary, but we will keep you posted!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘TAILGATE’ PICNIC AT CPC! 
Sunday, August 9, 1pm,  
parking lot at church! 

 Bring your chairs, bring your    
 OWN food and drink, and    

 bring your love of CPC! 
 We will NOT be socializing   
 other than by the 6-foot rule, 

so please park in every other 
spot leaving a spot open 

between cars.   
We will also set up some 

tables, but we are asking that 
only 3 people sit at each 

table. 
If you’re thinking of coming, please let the 

office know…  And don’t forget your masks!!!! 

 
 

BACKPACK COLLECTION 
We will again be collecting 
backpacks and school supplies for 
the children of the Freeport Food 
Pantry! 
     For many years, we’ve helped our 
local school children attain needed supplies for school, 
because as you also know they can be quite costly.    Even 
though they are not yet sure if the schools will be open full 
time in September, the children will need supplies 

nonetheless, even if it is necessary that they be schooled 
at home. 
     So, here’s the NEW list of needed supplies.  You may 
drop them off at the church, or give the office a call and 
arrangements will be made to pick them up from you.  We 
will need all backpacks and supplies by August 23 as we 
are hoping to pack the backpacks on August 24 and get 
them over to the Pantry later that week.  (Those details will 
be forthcoming.)  If you cannot physically get out to buy 
supplies, please write and send a check made out to 
Community Presbyterian Church with ‘school supplies’ 
written on the memo line. 
     Backpack (no wheels) /  2 boxes of 24Ct. Crayola 
Crayons  /  Index Cards  /  Composition black, marble 
notebooks  /  2 pkgs. of black Expo Dry Erase Markers  
/  2 packages of #2 pencils sharpened  /  plastic pencil 
box  /  1 Set of Colored pencils    /   Kids’ Scissors  / 
Crayola markers  / Glue Sticks  /  3 pink school erasers  
/  4 pocket folders (2 plastic)  /  2 Boxes of tissues  /  2 
bottles of Pump Hand Soap  /  2 packages of baby 
wipes  / 1 container Lysol/Clorox Wipes   /  1 Box of 
Ziploc sandwich bags (small)  /  1 Box of Ziploc bags 
(gallon) 
 

 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY WORSHIP AT HOLMES 
 

More than 2,350 worshipers viewed the first two 
Holmes Camp Virtual Sunday Worship  
services.  
     You can still view them on their  FaceBook 
page   or on  their YouTube channel. 
     Holmes will again be recording and 
delivering the August 30 worship service.    
    If their Aug. 30 bulletin is uploaded to the 
computer in time, we will email / hard-mail you a 
copy of it.  We will also let you know when their 
service has been uploaded for your viewing.  (If 
you don’t hear from us by Friday, Aug. 28, please 
periodically check their website at:  
HolmesCamp.org for their bulletin.) 
     Our sincere thanks to everyone at Holmes 
Camp and Retreat Center for sharing your Sunday 
services with all of us! 
     (There will NOT be a ZOOM coffee hour on 
Aug. 30.) 
      

 

 

 

 

 

Any articles for the Tower Chimes 
are due into the office by the 15th of 
the prior month, so all articles for 

the SEPTEMBER edition are due 
into the office by AUGUST 15.   

Thank you! 
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SUMMER FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND  

WEB SITE—WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT 
YOU! 

Thanks to our photographers, Nancy 
Stuber and Al Lewis, we have been 

able to post terrific photos on our 
website. But, we need your pictures as 
well!   

     If you have a picture of the church or any church 
activities, please send it to me 

at emmalou3272@gmail.com or directly to our You 

Tube channel at cpcmerrick@gmail.com.   

     We also use photos for our Facebook 
account.  Don't forget, that a picture says a  
thousand words!            
  Thanks!   
                                                                    Cathy Donohue 
 
 
DO YOU MISS OUR CHOIR, HANDBELLS, 
HEARING OUR CHILDREN SING, HEARING 
BEAUTIFUL SOLOS AND MUSIC BY OUR SPECIAL 
GUESTS?   
Do you know, you can listen to some of our church’s 
most inspiring music on YouTube?  We actually 
have two channels on YouTube.  One is for our 
Sunday Services under the name of "Moira 
Ahearne".  The other channel has all our musical 
selections recorded through the years.  Just go to 
YouTube on your computer, smart phone or smart 
TV and type in "CPC Merrick" in the search line of 
YouTube and you will be surprised to find many of 
your favorite musical selections available to cheer 
and inspire you! 
 
 

Plastic and Glass and Cans, oh my! 
Thank you to all who donated to the Penny Jar. It 
has added up to $ 255.55 which has been forwarded 
to the LICC Emergency Food Pantry in Freeport.  
     Please keep those NY deposit bottles and cans 
coming! 
(Thank YOU, Scott, for taking all those bottles and 
cans for recycling!) 

 

 

CHURCH GARDEN UPDATE 

     Many thanks to Laura Asch for donating 

tomato cages... 

     Combating the below average rainfall this 

year with regular watering brings this progress 

so far... 

Tomatoes and cucumbers are doing just vine... 

Summer squash plants growth can't be 

stifled... 

Bell peppers are interspersed... 

Cucumber vines are looking "gourd-geous"... 

Tomatoes have a lot at stake. 

     Thank you, Scott, for your always humorous 

commentaries!!!  And please be sure to lettuce 

know when the harvesting begins!!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
DIRECTORY UPDATE: 

Amy Ullrich, on page 11, has a new phone 
number. It’s 516-724-7593.  Please replace 

her old number with this new one! 
 

And Ann Polhemus has been temporarily 

displaced from her home due an automobile 
accident that compromised her apartment. 

(Ann was not in the car!)   Her present 
phone number is still not working, and we’ll 

let you know as soon as she returns home.  
 

And a quick correction to Donna Jeffries 

name on page 7.  Her last name is actually 
Jeffrey, not Jeffries.  Sorry, Donna!!!  
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WELCOME BACK AND RALLY SUNDAY! 
Please mark your 
calendar for Sunday, 
September 13, as 
Welcome Back Sunday/ 
Rally Day!    
     Pastor Moira will be 
in the pulpit for our 9am 
service, Cathy will be 

back on our organ, and usher team #4 will be 
eagerly awaiting to seat you.  We are sorry to 
say that due to the COVID-19 social distancing 
guidelines, our choir cannot yet be permitted to 
return, and we will only be able to permit 18 
people in the sanctuary.  More news about that 
in the September Tower Chimes! 
     Please be assured, though, that safety 
guidelines will strictly be in place. 
     Are YOU ready for another exciting church 
year?  We are!  Let’s start the new church year 
together! 
      

 
And Bible Study will start up 
again on Wednesday, Sept. 
16 at 12noon at CPC with a 
Study on the Psalms.  (Of 
course, this will all depend 

on the pandemic situation.  We may have 
to do it virtually again, but for now, we’re 
thinking positively!!!!!!!!) 
 
 
 

 

PUT THE BIG ROCKS 

IN FIRST! 

     In the middle of the 

lecture the presenter pulled out a wide-mouth jar 

and placed it on the table, aside to some fist-sized 

rocks. 

     After filling the jar to the top with rocks he 

asked, “Is the jar full?” 

     People could see that no more rocks would fit, so 

they replied, “Yes!” 

     “Not so fast,” he cautioned. He then got some 

gravel from under the table and added it to the jar, 

filling the spaces between the rocks. Again, he 

asked, “Is the jar full?” 

     This time the students replied “Probably not.” 

     The presenter then reached a bucket of sand 

below the table, and dumped it on the jar, filling the 

spaces between the rocks and the gravel. Once 

again he asked “Is the jar full?” 

     “No!”, the students shouted. 

Finally, he grabbed a pitcher of water and filled the 

jar completely, asking to the public what they could 

learn from that illustration. 

     One of the participants answered, “If you work 

at it, you can always fit more into your life.” 

     “No,” said the presenter. “The point is, if you 

don’t put the big rocks in first. . . would you ever 

have gotten any of them in?” 

     This little story can be applied to all aspects of 

your life.   

     What are our big rocks? 

 

Our time with family. 

Our prayer time. 

Staying active with your church family – 

going to worship, opportunities for education, 

socializing and serving with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

 

More importantly, are you making sure what is 

important is going first into your jar? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A picture of CPC during Independence Day. 
(photo credit Scott Dodge) 
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GOD'S TOTAL QUALITY 

MANAGEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE 
God would like to thank you for your belief and 
patronage. 
 
In order to better serve your needs, He asks that 
you take a few moments to answer the following 
questions. Please keep in mind that your 
responses will be kept completely confidential, 
and that you need not disclose your name or 
address unless you prefer a direct response to 
comments or suggestions. 
 

1. How did you find out about God? 
__   Newspaper  
__   Other Book  
__   Television  
__   Divine Inspiration  
__   Word of mouth 

  ___ Billboard 
__   Near Death Experience 

  __   Bible  
__   Torah  
__   Other:_________________________ 

 
2. Are you currently using any other source of 
inspiration in addition to God? Please check all 
that apply. 
  __   Lottery 

__   Horoscope  
__   Television  
__   Fortune cookies  
__   Self-help  
__   Biorhythms 

  __   Alcohol or drugs  
__   Insurance policies  
__   Mantras  
__   The New York Times Op-Ed  
__   None 

  __   Other: _____________________ 
 
3. God employs a limited degree of Divine 
Intervention to preserve the balanced level of felt 
presence and blind faith. Which would you prefer 
(circle one)? 
 

a. More Divine Intervention 
b. Less Divine Intervention 
c. Current level of Divine Intervention is   
    just right 
d. Don't know 

 
4. God also attempts to maintain a balanced 
level of disasters and miracles. Please rate on a 
scale of 1-5 the divine handling of the following 
(1=unsatisfactory, 5=excellent): 
a. Disasters (flood, famine, earthquake, war)  
                           1   2   3   4   5 
b. Miracles (rescues, spontaneous remission of 
disease, sports upsets)       1   2   3   4   5 
 
5. The Divine Public Relations Department 
attempts to maximize upright living through 
threats of damnation and hopes for heavenly 
bliss. In today’s spiritual climate would you prefer: 

a. More fire and brimstone 
b. More pie in the sky 
c.  A set date for the Rapture 
d. I prefer to remain in denial 
 

6. Do you have any additional comments or 
suggestions for improving the quality of God's 
services? (Attach an additional sheet if 
necessary): 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
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