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From the Desk of Pastor Moira Ahearne
Dear Church Family:
The COVID-19 Christmas has passed. Most of us
spent the holidays sequestered at home, not at
parties and holiday gatherings to which we are
accustomed. Outside the trees are bare, the air is
chilly. We are anticipating another spike in coronavirus cases, and we wonder, will this be a surge that
puts us on lock down? It’s dark when we leave the
house in the morning; it‘s dark when we get back.
We can’t wait for spring! We can’t wait for this
pandemic to be over! Vaccines are beginning but not
soon enough. When will 2021 truly begin, free from worry and fear?
So, where are we? What is this place we are in – a pandemic, but hope for a return to
“normal?” What will that normal look like?
Well, for starters, it’s good for us to remember that we’re in the season of
Epiphany. The time of “revealing.” The time of “making manifest.” It began with the
journey of the three kings to the infant Jesus. But as we continue with the process of
“revealing” – we see Jesus at the beginning of his ministry throughout January; his
baptism, calling disciples, teaching, reaching out and healing, living into his call as his
fame grows throughout the countryside, and the light of God shines, every step of the
way.
In our overcast, wintery days, we are invited to manifest our ministry. To join Jesus as
he ministers, as he touches people’s hearts and changes people’s lives. In the dead of
winter, we manifest the warmth of love and caring. We learn how to follow, how to be
disciples. We uncover the precious gifts of CPC, some of them shining brightly in our
tender fellowship and inspiring worship. We begin to feel the quickening of those gifts
not quite matured -- but there – the resurrection of ministries to homeless and hungry,
to children and youth (a new confirmation class is starting soon), and other ongoing
opportunities for service. There are people stepping up and taking on roles to revitalize
the Community Presbyterian Church of Merrick community. We look forward to
receiving Laura Asch and Frank Kost into membership on January 10, reinstalling and
ordaining our new slate on Jan. 17, and holding our congregational meeting on January
31 to reflect on how, with the grace of God, we have faced the challenges of 2020 head
on, with plenty of cooperation and care.
So, where are we? We are in an important place as we continue to face the
challenges of COVID-19. Despite it all, we find ourselves in a place of revelation. Of
manifestation. Of Epiphany. We’re right where we should be.
As the “revealing” unfolds while we journey to Lent, let us see how, in even these
cloudy, cold days of winter, the Light of God shines brightly in our hearts and in our
Church.
Faithfully yours,

Pastor Moira

ask the congregation to approve retroactively all motions
made since March of 2020. A quorum of 20 will be
required, so it is imperative that all members attend this
meeting. It will be a hybrid meeting….a combination of
ZOOM and on-sight attendance. A ZOOM link will be
sent out a day before the meeting.”
A blessed and healthy 2021 to you all!

FROM DECEMBER
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CLERK’S CORNER
I hope you all had a blessed Christmas season!
But before we say ‘goodbye’ to 2020, or more
appropriately ‘good-riddance’, I just want to say how
beautiful the Christmas Eve service was in spite of the
restrictions placed upon us and the last minute snafus,
which always seem to happen. Many, many thanks to all
who helped with the service.
Now on to 2021! As this issue of the Tower Chimes will
attest to, January is the month that we both look back at the
previous year’s accomplishments (and maybe
shortcomings) and look forward to what’s in store for us in
2021.
Please be sure to note both Congregational Meeting
Notices in the Tower Chimes. Here’s the first call:
“ NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of a
Congregational
Meeting
called
for Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 during the
worship service (9am-10am). The
purpose of this meeting is to hear a report
of the Nominating Committee and for electing individuals to
the Session, Board of Deacons, and Nominating Committee
for terms beginning in January 2021; to modify our By-Laws
in regard to our quorum number; and to allow Community
Presbyterian Church of Merrick to conduct any and all
Church business virtually/electronically when need be; The
congregation may meet electronically so long as all
participants can hear and participate in the meeting. We

~Please join Jo in prayers for husband, Frank, who is
healing from heart surgery.
~ Prayers of healing for the family and friends of
Harriet Luce, who recently passed.
~Prayers of healing for Scott Dodge who continues
to suffer from sciatica;
~Prayers of healing for Danny.
~Prayers of healing for Gary Stuber who is
experiencing back problems.
DECEMBER THANKS
December is always a thankful, but
hectic, time not only in our personal
lives, but in the life of our Church as
well! It takes a lot of bodies to make
December ‘happen,’ and we want to try and thank as
many of them as we can because without THEM, there
would be no US!
So here we go, with apologies to anyone we’ve left
out.
Let’s begin with thanking Pastor Moira for making
available to us the Advent calendar and chocolates!
What a ‘delicious’ way to start our Season off! (The
leftover calendars and chocolates were donated to
the Pantry.)
Next, let’s thank Mary Leschinski for decorating
the church and grounds for this
most special time of year: The
warmth and excitement these
decorations bring add to the
appreciation and thankfulness for the Christmas
season.
More thanks to Charlie Leschinski for rolling out
that creche and moving the communion table so the
chancel could be adorned by our Christmas tree.

Next, thanks to everyone who has been donating to
our hat/mitten/glove tree and coat
drive! We’ve already dropped the first
batch off to the pantry, thank you
Mona and Bobbie, which included 12
pair of gloves, 2 scarves, 10 hats, 20
coats, 6 sweaters, 2 vests, 1 raincoat, 1 bathrobe, 4
pair of socks, 1 pair of shoes, 8 long-sleeved work
shirts and 1 polo shirt! We hope the tree will start
sprouting new ‘foliage’ soon!
We’ll continue
collecting these needed winter items throughout
these cold months.
Thanks to this season’s Advent candle lighters
without whom the anticipation of His arrival would be
much less “bright”! Mary and Charlie Leschinski;, Fran
and Rich Kelly, Amanda Kelly-Pitt and Kristen
Jacobsen; Al and Bobbie Lewis along with their
grandchildren Milan, Meadow, and Kent Alexander;
and Lily and Joseph Nelson along with Maryjean, Lily,
Emma and Christopher Williams
Thanks to EVERYONE who contributed to our
Christmas Toy Drive for the children of the Freeport
Emergency Food pantry. Forty-three toys were
donated and brought over to the pantry by Mona and
Bobbie!
Enormous thanks to everyone who
participated!
Next, thank you to our Christian Education leader,
Lily Kelman-Nelson, and our Minister of Music,
Cathy Donohue, who brainstormed and came up with
a novel way for our Sunday School youth to still tell
the Christmas Story during these pandemic times;
thanks are also extended to our pastor, Rev. Moira
Ahearne, for her support, devotion, and blessings!
Next, thanks to Gary Stuber and our nominating
committee for all their hard work in setting up a new
slate for 2021. It can’t be easy, and your hard work is
truly appreciated.
Next, thank you to Nancy Stuber, our Mission /
Stewardship commissioner, and to all of you who
donated to the Christmas Joy offering. No good deed
goes undone!
More thanks to everyone who participated in our
always special Christmas Eve Service! Special thanks
to Pastor Moira Ahearne for leading
us in prayer that evening and giving
us HOPE for a New Year filled with the
love of Christ and each other; thank
you to our Director of Music, Cathy
Donohue, and resident tenor hubby
Brian, for leading us in spirit and song with PEACE,
grace and ingenuity!; thanks to our scripture readers

Rich Kelly, Amanda Kelly-Pitt, Linwood Pitt and David
Brackett whose words helped us remember the
miracle of the Christmas story through the LOVE of
the telling of the Word; And finally, thank you Brian
Kelly and girlfriend Alyssa Kassim, and Kristen
Jacobsen for lighting our Christ Candle.
And a HUGE thank you to Scott Dodge for the
extraordinary amount of work he puts into shooting the
service each Sunday AND for redoing the hymn numbers
each week on the big hymn board.
More thanks to Gary and Nancy Stuber for all THEIR
technological help in recording the services each week and
for making it possible to livestream several of them!

As mentioned earlier, if we’ve forgotten to thank
anyone, it is truly just an oversight! There is so much
going on this time of year, names drop from memory
and from lists more often than not!
Thank you all for your commitment to CPC this past
year, and wishing everyone a most humble, peaceful
and healthy New Year.

A FEW REMINDERS FOR THE NEW YEAR!
Please remember to share your
joys and concerns (and birthdays)
with one of our deacons or Barbara
in the office. HELPING HANDS
loves nothing more than to reach out and let you know
we share in your joys as well as in your heartaches.
We’re here for you, but you must let us know!
And please, if you fall ill or end up in the hospital,
please, please, please let us know! More often than
not, Pastor Moira or the office finds out about a
hospital stay AFTER the fact, and we, your church
family, would love nothing more than to be to call,
send cards and pray for you! Please designate a family
member or friend to alert us!
Please remember to text, email or call Pastor Moira
with your prayer requests before 11am on Thursdays
if you’d like your request to appear in the bulletin.
Please remember to call the office before 11am on
Fridays if you are planning to attend the following
Sunday’s service.
Please remember to call, text or email Pastor Moira
EACH WEEK if you are planning on coming to
Wednesday Bible Studies.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS will remain the same price of
$18 per Sunday in 2021.

Remember, more than one person can make a
Sunday dedication and out-of-towners can order by
just calling Mary Leschinski (516.6615017) or the office (516.378.7761).
Checks should be made payable to
Community Presbyterian Church. And
THANK YOU for another year of
support as we beautify our Sanctuary each and every
Sunday!
A FRIENDLY REMINDER TO FULFILL
YOUR 2020 PLEDGE!
We’re still accepting 2020 pledges, so if you are able,
please do not forget to follow through on your pledge
made for 2020.
And if you didn’t get a chance to fill out and return
the 2021 Pledge card, IT’S NOT TOO LATE! IT’S NEVER
TOO LATE! If you need a card, please just call the office
and Barb will mail one out to you.

PRAYER REQUESTS Please be sure to
email or text Pastor Moira with any prayer
requests. If you would like them included in
the Sunday bulletins, please contact
Barbara in the office by Wednesday 12noon of each
week. If not, Pastor Moira would need them by 12noon
on Saturdays.
SUNDAY FLOWERS – If you would like to order Sunday
flowers and put in a dedication, please
contact Mary Leschinski by Wednesday
morning of each week. The cost for flowers
is $18 per Sunday! More than one may
dedicate on the same Sunday.
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READERS – We’re
always looking for volunteers to read the
scripture on Sunday mornings. Please
give the office a call if you’d like to read
one Sunday.

CAPITA APPORTIONMENT FOR 2021

ON-GOING PROGRAMS at CPC
We’d also like to remind you of several on-going
‘programs’ that we encourage you to participate in:
COFFEE HOURS – for the time being, we will still have
coffee hours in Grafing Hall after each
service. Social distancing and maskwearing will be required. We also ask
that you still bring your own coffee and
snacks.
CLOTHING BIN – located in the parking lot will accept
clothes, shoes, handbags and other small items for the
needy.
COMMUNITY PRAYER MINISTRY
with Pastor Moira will still be on
hiatus until further notice.
FREEPORT ANIMAL SHELTER /
BOBBI AND THE
STRAYS – We are collecting cat / kitten /
dog / puppy food along with old, clean
throw rugs and towels. Collection bins are
in the front narthex and the back hallway
near the handicapped bathroom.
ONE-FOOD-ITEM-A-SUNDAY – We’re
still participating in the ONE-FOODITEM-A-SUNDAY program. The donation
bins are located in the narthex and in the
back hallway near the handicapped
bathroom.
All donations benefit the Freeport
Emergency Food Pantry.
PENNIES-FOR-PEOPLE – Every Sunday our
coin jar can be found on the back table in
the Sanctuary. All proceeds are given to
the Freeport Emergency food pantry.

PER CAPITA is “the tie that binds” — annual support
that unites the entire church in the ongoing and
essential work that guides the Office of the General
Assembly, the life of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
and benefits every congregation and every mid council
ministry. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the Office of
the General Assembly encourages the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) to be a people of hope.
In essence, per capita is a set amount of money
(apportionment) per member that congregations pay to
the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Every
Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s
system of government, so every Presbyterian is asked to
share the expenses associated with coordinating and
performing the functions of that system. Per capita
exists as a way for all Presbyterians to share costs that
belong to the whole church, to give meaning to the
interdependent nature of Presbyterian polity. Per
capita is part of the glue that holds Presbyterians
together. It exists to allow the whole church to share
equitably
in
those
things
that
make
us
Presbyterian:
Our
theological
identity,
Our
connectedness, Our system of mid councils, Our
ecumenical connections, Our core structures, Our call to
work for full participation in decision-making.
Per capita allows us to work with other churches to
further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world.
The per capita apportionment for the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) for 2020 is $38.05 per active
member. These monies are sent to the Presbytery and
are distributed as follows: The Presbytery of Long
Island receives $25.; The Synod of the Northeast

receives
$4.10;
The
General
Assembly
receives $8.95.
CPC pays PCUSA on your behalf so please reimburse
CPC for your share by writing a check in the amount of
$38.05 made payable to Community Presbyterian
Church.
Thank you!

January Birthdays:
Vinny Lofaro
2
Shear McCants
4
Ronald Kelman
5
Lily Williams
10
Joseph Arcuri
15
Kristin Favata
15
Anne Schuessler
16
Bobbie Lewis
28
(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t know
it’s your birthday! Please call Barbara in the office so we can
add your name to our list!)
BIBLE STUDY will resume on January
6 at 12noon and will continue each
Wednesday thereafter.
New attendees are always
welcomed, and your extent of
Biblical knowledge is not a
prerequisite!!!!
Each week, please text or call Pastor Moira and let
her know if you will be attending that week’s
particular class. This way, in case a class has to be
canceled at the last minute, she can reach you in time.
Her number is 917-327-2119.
Thank you!

JANUARY 6 IS ALSO THE EPIPHANY!
Epiphany is the celebration of God’s manifestation
or self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ. In
particular, we celebrate the revelation of God’s
promise and purpose to the nations of the world, as
the magi came from the East to worship to the
Christ child, and God’s covenant of grace is
extended to all who believe the good news of Christ
Jesus. The symbolism of light is important: not only
because of the star that guided the magi, but as it
relates to the bright dawning of God’s selfrevelation in Christ.
Please remember and pray on this special day.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
Attention, Ladies! Our Women’s Fellowship Breakfasts WON’T BE STARTING UNTIL FEBRUARY! We will

be hosting the next Women’s
Fellowship breakfast here at CPC
on Saturday, February 13 at 10am
in Grafing Hall. Please join us for
light refreshments, prayer, praise,
and a good time! Be sure to bring a friend and a mask,
and be prepared to social distance. You are welcomed
to bring your own coffee and snacks if you are
uncomfortable ‘sharing!’ If you have ANY questions,
please call Fran Kelly at 221-3561.

JANUARY 10 –BAPTISM OF THE LORD
At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus
presents himself to John to be baptized in the Jordan.
The heavens open, the Holy Spirit descends as a dove
and we hear the voice of God: “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (see Psalm 2:7).
At this festival of the Christian year, we not only
remember Jesus’ baptism, but we celebrate our own:
the baptism we share with Christ. Accordingly, this
Sunday is an appropriate time to celebrate the
sacrament of baptism or the reaffirmation of the
baptismal covenant. It also foreshadows the season of
Lent, as Jesus was immediately driven into the
wilderness for 40 days after his own Baptism.
We will also be welcoming into membership Laura
Asch and Frank Kost, no surprise to anyone, as these
two committed individuals make their vow to CPC
official!
Please join us for their membership
ceremony and a special coffee hour in their honor on
Jan. 10.

ANY ARTICLES FOR THE FEBRUARY TOWER
CHIMES ARE DUE INTO THE OFFICE BY
JANUARY 15TH.

FRIDAY – JANUARY 15 - ANNUAL
REPORTS ARE DUE INTO THE
OFFICE! Please, no exceptions!
They may be emailed or handwritten, it doesn’t matter.
Timeliness is what does! Thank
you in advance.

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION SUNDAY!
Please join us on January 17 as we welcome our new
slate for 2021 and say ‘goodbye with sincere thanks’ to
those elders and deacons rotating off our Board.
Due to the 2020 COVID situation, Presbytery has
granted us permission to extend the terms of those
elders and deacons who have completed their second
terms (and would normally be rotating off the Board),
but wish to remain. Extended terms have been granted
to Elders Ernie Bayha and Fran Kelly, and Deacon Mona
Grimm.
Elder Scott Dodge will be re-upping to serve his
second term, and Deacon Diane Wood will be rotating
off the Board since completing her first term.
Sincere thanks to all for your commitment, service
and loyalty to CPC these past three years!
If anyone is interested in serving on either our
Nominating or Auditing committees for 2021, please
speak with Gary Stuber beforehand.
We will be celebrating our new Board with a special
coffee hour after ordination and installation on
January 17.

CONGRATULATIONS PASTOR
MOIRA
AHEARNE
on
completing 25 years of
ordination and service to our
Lord! (on January 21)
God has a special place for
each of us to serve and
you have chosen to follow His
path. You have been the hands, the feet, the voice,
and the love of God expressed in many different
ways. You have chosen to honor Him as you have
served in His name.
Thank you for your
willingness to give of yourself and be used where
God has placed you.
Best Wishes on Your 25th Ordination
Anniversary!

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of our annual meeting of
the Congregation and Corporation called for Sunday,
January 31, to be held in Grafing Hall at 10:30am.
Annual Reports will be reviewed and such other
business as has been properly presented will come
before the meeting.
A modified brunch will be served prior to the
meeting.

A quorum of 20 will be required, so it is imperative
that all members attend this meeting. It will be a
hybrid meeting….a combination of ZOOM and onsight attendance. A ZOOM link will be sent out a day
before the meeting.”

PERSONAL CHRISTMAS THANK YOUS!
Dear CPC Family,
Blessings of the New
Year be with you! I
hope 2021 finds you
safe, happy and well.
Please accept my
heartfelt thanks and
gratitude for the kind
Christmas gift you have given us. I can’t tell you how
touched I am. Thank you for thinking of me during
this season. These hard times that we are going
through make your generosity even more significant.
May 2021 bring us all the gifts of joy, peace and hope
for a better year!
Love, Pastor Moira
Thank you, dear Church Family, for your most
generous Christmas gift for us. We are
overwhelmed with your generosity and appreciate
it so much.
Although we may not return to our carefree times
of 2019, we trust that 2021 will allow us to sing
freely in church and choir and play handbells
again! We are also looking forward to enjoying
close fellowship with all of our church family!
We wish each of you many blessings for the
coming year!
With much love and appreciation,
Cathy and Brian Donohue

Dear CPC Family,
I literally let out an audible gasp when opening
up my Christmas gift …. followed by an enormous
smile!
The overwhelming generosity you continually
show me is beyond comprehension.
I most
sincerely appreciate your kindness and generosity,
especially at a time when it’s so very easy to slip
down that rabbit hole into a dark and isolating
place!
Sincere blessings to all of you in 2021! And
may your rabbit hole be so filled with carrots and
blessings that you can’t get in!
May God smile on us all. Thank you, again.
Barbara Rivera

JANUARY 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesd
ay

Wednesday

Thursda
y

Friday

1

New Year’s Day
(Office
Closed)

Saturday

2

AA 6:45-9:30p

3

9am Worship Service; Rev.
4
Moira in the pulpit; Communion,
CONGREGATIONAL MTG. during
worship – all members are asked to
attend mtg; New usher teams 2 & 3
(Fran K., Amanda K-P, David B,
Mona G.); No Sunday School;
Coffee Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p;
NASC 1-6pm
10 BAPTISM OF THE LORD
11
9am Worship; Pastor Moira in the
pulpit; New usher teams 3 & 4 (David
B, Mona G., Joseph N., Joe S):
Installation of two new members –
Laura Asch and Frank Kost;
SUNDAY SCHOOL; Special Coffee
Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p & 4p-6:30p

5

17

19

the pulpit; New usher teams 6 & 1
(Al L, Bobbie Z-L, Pat D, George W);
SUNDAY SCHOOL; CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOLLOWING
WORSHIP SERVICE – All members
are asked to attend the meeting
either in-person or via ZOOM; PHC
11:30a-2:30p & 4p-6:30p

8

12 noon Bible
Study
AA 7:309:30p

12

13

NA 7:309:30p

AA 6:45-9:30p

14

15

AA 7:309:30p

AA 7:309:30p

26

AA 6:45-9:30p

20

21

22

12 noon Bible
Study

7pm
Session
meeting at
CPC (tent.)

27

NA 7:309:30p

February
1 - 28
OPA 7-10p

16

23

AA 6:45-9:30p

28

29

NA 7:309:30p

AA 6:45-9:30p

12 noon Bible
Study
AA 7:309:30p

10am
Women’s
Fellowship
Breakfast
at CPC

Annual Reports
Due
NA 7:309:30p

OPA
710p
m

9

Tower Chimes
articles due

12 noon Bible
Study

ORDINATION AND
18
INSTALLATION SUNDAY
9a Worship; Pastor Moira in the
pulpit; New usher Teams 4 & 5
(Joseph N, Joe S, Frank K, Nancy S);
SUNDAY SCHOOL; Special Coffee
Hour for our 2021 slate; PHC 11:30a2:30p
24
9am Worship; Pastor Moira
25
Annual
Reports
Due 5 & 6
in the2019
pulpit;
New usher
teams
(Frank K, Nancy S, Al L, Bobbie ZL); SUNDAY SCHOOL; PHC 11:30a2:30p & 4p-6:30p; CONGRATS
PASTOR MOIRA on 25 years!

31 9am Worship; Pastor Moira in

6
7
Epiphany of
the Lord

30

