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A Word From the Desk of Pastor Moira
A joyful heart makes a cheerful face” (Proverbs 15:13)
Dear Church family:
Hundreds of years ago a monk sat pondering the meaning of Holy Week. He reflected on the solemn
and sober events of Maundy Thursday, when Jesus observed the Last Supper and was arrested in the
Garden of Gethsemane. He thought about Jesus’ suffering, agony and death on Good Friday. His mind
turned to Holy Saturday, with Jesus lifeless in the tomb.
Then his mind moved to the stupendous events of Easter, the empty tomb, the Risen Lord. What an
amazing turn of events he thought. The monk sat there stunned, then started to laugh.
"Don't you see," he cried out to his brother monks, "It was a
joke! A great joke! The best joke in all history! On Good Friday, when Jesus was crucified
the devil thought he had won. But God had the last laugh on Easter when he raised Jesus from the dead."
Soon “Easter Monday” became known as the “Day of Joy and Laughter” in Orthodox, Catholic, and
Protestant countries. In many countries it is a day of pranks and joke telling. It became common to celebrate
God's great joke on the devil. It became the custom even in monasteries. Some churches call the Sunday
after Easter “Holy Hilarity Day” or “Holy Humor Sunday.” They do this to join in the fun God had in defeating
the devil. We’ve been on a long road with the COVID19 pandemic. Laughter is just the medicine we need
as we seek to maintain strength, as we seek recovery.
Here are a few bulletin bloopers to get the season of laughter started:
• Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person(s) you want remembered.
• The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and gracious hostility.
• The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any
church.
• The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience.
• Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community.
• Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to church secretary.
What jokes and riddles can we share with each other to brighten our day? We know that laughter
makes us healthier, physically as well as spiritually. Let us remember the Easter Season with laughter and
joy, lifting our spirits with happiness as we proclaim, “Jesus is Risen!” We are reminded that God has the
last laugh. So, let us claim a season of Holy Hilarity and fun knowing that a cheerful heart is good medicine
(Proverbs 17:22). It is a sacred habit to develop.
Christ Is Risen! He is risen indeed! Halleluiah!
Faithfully Yours, Pastor Moira
more at http://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/christian-inspiration/2001/04/what-do-you-do-the-day-aftereaster.aspx#E8Df4HJOKGDdMGag.99

CLERK’S CORNER

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE NEWEST DONOHUE!

Dear Merrick Church Family,
I’m writing this during Holy Week.
As a church, we are all more than pleased to
have successfully reopened our church to inperson services. As an example, this past
Sunday, Palm Sunday, we had 40 people
attending in person! Praise the Lord!
Thank you for your support. It has been great
seeing you all these past 2 Sundays, and I
hope this continues going forward.
By the time you receive this issue of TC, we
will have celebrated the Risen Lord. It’s now
time for us to move on and take charge to
addressing the needs of this world.
Please let your Session know of any ideas you
might have to address the issues of our local
community.
Praise the Lord,
Gary Stuber

From Last Month
~Prayers for all in need!
~Prayers of healing for Frank’s sister,
Pam, who recently had surgery.
~ Prayers of gratitude that Frank G. is
home from the hospital after a short stay.
~Healing prayer for Debbie Jacobsen who is recovering
from foot surgery.
~ Please join David Brackett in prayer for his friend, Phil
Granger, who has developed a very serious heart
problem.
~ Prayers of healing for Mona who tripped and required
stitches.
~Prayers of good health for Frank Kost’s sister, Pam, who
just had more surgery.
~We pray with David Brackett for his niece, Jacqueline, who
suffered a heart attack last week and is currently undergoing
procedures to correct the problem. Prayers of healing for
Jacqueline and prayers of strength and care for her son, Bradon,
and family.
~Continued prayers of healing for Vinnie Lofaro’s back issues.
~ Continued prayers of healing for Gary Stuber’s back issues.
~ Continued prayers of healing for Mona Grimm.

Wyatt Thomas
Donohue
Born 8:49am,
March 25,2021
8lb, 4 oz, 20 inches long
Parents: Heather and Christopher Donohue
27 Magro Drive
North Babylon, NY 11173
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!
This makes Cathy and Brian grandparents 5 times!
And speaking of Cathy and Brian, please see some
other notable news from them in the next article!
Dear Church Family,
After much prayerful consideration, Brian and I
will be retiring effective May 1, 2021. The commute
has become difficult and stressful for us. We will
continue to play and sing in church all the Sundays
in April. If necessary after May 1, we will continue to
record the music for the worship service until you
are able to find a replacement.
We will miss our church and all the wonderful
people within so very much, but we have 30 years of
joyful memories in our hearts forever!
We hope you will keep us informed of church
activities and the lives of all the people who mean so
much to us through Tower Chimes, bulletins, emails,
and phone calls.
Community Presbyterian Church and our dear
church friends will always be in our prayers, and we
hope we will be in your prayers as well.
Lovingly,
Cathy and Brian Donohue

April Birthdays:
Rev. Moira Ahearne
E. David Houghton
Ann Peterson
Lily Kelman-Nelson
Hannah Ojeda
Charles Leschinski
David Brackett
Margaret Smith
Marissa Bello

4
6
9
13
18
21
23
25
30

(If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t
know it’s your birthday! Please call Laura Asch at 3032188 so we can add your name to our list! )

MAUNDY
THURSDAY is April 1 this
year, and CPC will be having a
7:30pm Last Supper Tenebrae
service in the Sanctuary. The
service will also be recorded and posted to the
internet at a later date. The service will be different
from past years, but just as meaningful!
Our Tenebrae service recreates the betrayal,
abandonment, and agony of the events leading up to
Good Friday, and it is left unfinished, because the
story isn’t over until Easter Day.
Please be sure to call the church by Thursday
morning to reserve your spot in the sanctuary.
The service will be live-streamed and recorded,
so be on the lookout for the links.

On Good Friday, April 2, we will all
join together with First Presbyterian
Church of Freeport for a 7:30pm
“Seven Last Words of Jesus” Tenebrae
service.
As you know, Good Friday is the day we remember
Jesus’ crucifixion.
What you may not know is that the hours of noon
to 3 p.m. are particularly significant as these
commemorate the time Jesus hung on the cross. It is
an especially important time to pray for the church
and the world for whom Christ gave his life.
Please be sure to call the Freeport Church, 3791114, to reserve your spot in the sanctuary.

Their service is also being recorded and will be
posted to the internet later that evening.

WATCH-PARTY – “RISEN”
Pastors Moira and
Forrest cordially invite
you to a watch-party
for the movie ‘Risen’
on Saturday, April 3 at
7pm. A link will be
sent out earlier in the
day to participate.
Have your popcorn
and soda ready!
‘Risen’ is a story of
how a Roman soldier comes to believe in the
Risen Lord.
(Please be sure to send Pastor Moira your
email address if you don’t think she already
has it.)

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4 – Let us join with
millions of
other Christians
around the
world to
proclaim that
greatest
affirmation of
our Christian
faith: “He is
Risen, He Lives” and celebrate Christ’s Resurrection.
Pastor Moira and helpers have been busy at work
preparing for this special service in our sanctuary. It
will also be recorded and posted to our Website,
Facebook and YouTube channel after the service. Our
Sanctuary will once again be gloriously decorated
(thank you Mary!) with flowers and filled with special
Easter music (thank you Cathy and Brian).
Pastor Moira will have special Easter butterflies to
hand out as well as ‘special’ eggs!

Please be on the lookout for the link to view the
service, and don’t forget to call the church to let us
know you’re coming!
HOW IS THE BUTTERFLY A SYMBOL FOR EASTER?

Long before the time of
Christ, Egyptians saw a similarity
between the cloth wrappings of
their mummies and the
butterfly’s cocoon. For these
early people and the Greeks,
who placed golden butterflies in
their tombs, this insect was a
symbol of resurrection, new life,
and immortality.
The butterfly has long been a
Christian
symbol
of
the
resurrection, for it disappears
into a cocoon and appears dead, but emerges later
far more beautiful and powerful than before. The
three stages of the butterfly’s metamorphoses are
symbolic of the three stages in the life cycle of Christ
and the Christian.
The caterpillar’s non-stop eating reminds us of
normal earthly life where people are often
preoccupied with taking care of their physical
needs. The caterpillar’s life also reminds us of Jesus’
life on earth.
Caterpillars then “entomb” themselves in what
appears to be lifeless cocoons portraying the
crucifixion and burial of Jesus and the death of all
humans.
The third and final stage is the appearance of a
butterfly with jewel-colored wings and the ability to
soar, which represents the resurrection into a new and
glorious life free of material concerns and restrictions.
A major theme in Paul’s teachings is that “we shall
all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). The Christian hope is
that what is sown in the grave as a weak mortal body
will be raised an indestructible spiritual body not
subject to temptation, sorrow, death, or pain (1 Cor.
15:44-54). Through death, the spirit will escape – not
from its body, but from the vulnerabilities and
hardships of mortal flesh.
What better symbol of the Resurrection — an
inanimate object out of which comes life. Butterflies
are the perfect symbol of the tomb Christ conquered
and every Christian’s hope of their own rebirth.
At our Easter service, we will be giving away
‘butterflies on a stick’ and’ special Easter eggs. Please
be sure to plant the butterfly stick in your garden or
lawn to remind you of the love of God in Jesus Christ.
And needless to say, just enjoy your egg!

~Pastor Moira

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY will proceed as scheduled
on Wednesdays in April (7 & 14) at
noon via ZOOM.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
BECOME A PART OF OUR 12
NOON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
BIBLE STUDIES, PLEASE SEND PASTOR MOIRA
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS SO SHE CAN ‘PROGRAM’
IT INTO HER ZOOM COMMUNICATIONS. You will
then be contacted through your computer or
mobile phone to join the Bible Study class.

PASTOR’S VACATION
Pastors Moira and Forrest are taking vacation
April 21-30, and will be out of touch during that
time. Please direct any pastoral emergencies to
Fran and Rich Kelly.

Holmes Camp Work Day
SATURDAY, APRIL 10
Anybody ready to get outside?
Come give camp a little love (and get a sneak peek
at the new building and the Memory Wall).
It's a win-win! You get to be in a beautiful outdoor
environment, you'll be part of Holmes re-awakening,
AND camp gets some of the love it needs. On Saturday,
April 10 we will hold our first public event since last
Spring with an Opening Clean Up Day.
We've got trails to open, yards to groom, equipment
to get ready, and a year of dust and dirt to remove (ok
that one's not outside, but if you choose to help us get
the buildings ready, we'll do so safely).
Please let us know you're coming and what kind of
work you would like to perform so we are ready with
equipment and supplies. If you have any specialized
skills you'd be willing to share with us, please let us
know.
A good friend of the camp has offered to provide
individually wrapped lunches for volunteers or you may
still bring your own lunch, if you prefer. If you would
like a lunch provided to you - please include that in
your response.
On the day, please remember to bring:
• A mask (For when we're gathered.
You can choose to mask or not
once we are outside and safely
distanced.)

•
•
•
•

Lunch (if you choose to bring your
own.)
A good pair of work gloves
Rakes and other lawn equipment
A chainsaw (if you have one and
are comfortable using it)

We will meet outside The Lodge starting at
9 AM and work until 4 PM. Of course, come and
go at any time in between those hours. Your help
is needed!
If you have questions or need more
information, please contact Grace at
845.878.6383 ext. 4.
Thank you!

PLEASE NOTE AN EARLY OFFICE CLOSING: The
office will be closed from 10am-11:30am on
Monday, April 12 as Barbara will be ‘attending’ a
Presbytery-mandated sexual harassment webinar
in the office.
All employees of Presbyterian
churches must attend these webinars.

Any articles for the Tower Chimes are
due into the office by the 15th of the
prior month, so all articles for the May
edition are due into the office
by April 15. Thank you!

We
have
resumed
our
Saturday women’s fellowship
breakfasts with precaution as
our top priority!
Please join us on Saturday, April 17 at 10am
at Church. We will be wearing masks and social
distancing.
I will be bringing some morning munchies to
share, and I ask that you bring your own
beverage for the time-being. If you are not
yet comfortable ‘sharing’ foods, please feel
free to bring your own! We just want you
there! Please call me if you have any questions.
~Fran

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AT CPC GARDEN!

by Scott Dodge

Before
preparing the
garden soil for
this year's
vegetable
plantings, we reflect back upon the past year.
Most importantly, prayers of thanks go to our
church family, for their contributions including
their time and their labors, in on-going
maintaining, repairing, and even restoring anew
our church building and its grounds.
Despite the many challenges of 2020, it was a
productive season, yielding tomatoes large and
small, cukes, peppers, summer squash, lettuce,
and potatoes.
Also, we give thanks for donations of planting
frames, tomato cages, a composter, organic soil
and fertilizer. And all the future compost. Thanks
to God.
We are planning to grow more in 2021, and
welcome all helping hands.
Watch this space.

MERRICK SCOUTS CLEAN UP CPC GROUNDS

At last, the long winter
season of stormy weather and
blankets of snow have melted
away in our memories. It leaves us to deal with
leaves - the fallen leaves of our mighty oak trees.
We rely upon our crews of intrepid volunteers to
continue their ongoing renovations, repairs and
maintenance of our beloved building and its grounds.
With great gratitude, we thank Merrick Scout
Troop 225 for an early spring
cleaning of our church grounds. In a community
service project, with rakes in hand, they lept upon
layers of leaves.
Scout Troop leader David Walley said, in cleaning up
the grounds, they wanted to thank CPC for

turning at CPC.

supporting
Troop
225 and
providing
space for their
meetings.
As we return
to our long,
suspended
church
activities, we
give thanks to
all who keep
the wheels

~contributed by Scott Dodge

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT AT CPC
And speaking of Scouts, our Church garden has become
an Eagle Scout project for Aidan Walley, son of Scout leader
David Walley!
Elder Scott Dodge has been working closely with Aidan
and his father to bring a much larger garden to fruition!
Securing the needed supplies has been challenging, but
we are confident Aidan will get the job done!
We thank Session for allowing the Scouts to use our
Church for their project; Scott for spearheading this project
and working endlessly on diagrams, project layouts,
meetings, emails and texts; and Steve Rivera for opening the
donation doors to Lowes in Farmingdale.
Aidan hopes to have the ‘new’ garden completed by
Memorial Day.
Please join in prayer that Aidan gets the needed supplies
and is able to help us help the Freeport Emergency Food
Pantry with fresh vegetables this year!

Amazon, an amazing charitable company, has
teamed up with charitable organizations across the
nation. They will donate .5% of eligible purchases
back to charitable organizations. Community
Presbyterian Church is a member of this
program.
The way it works is simple: First, you log onto
Amazon as usual. Then you lookup AmazonSmile
and choose Community Presbyterian Church of
Merrick as your charity. This is a one-time
registration and Amazon will save your information
so that in the future any purchases you make will
automatically go to CPC as your preferred charity.
Then Happy Shopping!
Please spread the word to family and friends.
Then ask them to spread the word to their family
and friends. It’s that simple.
Any questions, please feel free to contact me.
Yours truly in faith (and shopping)
Nancy Stuber

AMAZONSMILE PAYS OFF!
Thought
you’d like to
know that your
donations via
AmazonSmile
are adding up! At present, total monies earned
toward CPC are $441.02. Thanks to everyone who
participates!
This is not just a Christmastime endeavor; you
can use it all year round whenever ordering online
from Amazon.

Photo taken by Scott Dodge last August in the CPC
garden! How appropriate for now!!!!

HAPPY EASTER!

APRIL 2021
Sunday

4
EASTER SUNDAY
9am Worship Service with Pastor
Moira in the pulpit; Communion;
Usher Team #1 (Mona, Al and Bobbie);
Children will worship with the families
in the sanctuary; Powerhouse Church
11:30-2:30pm; NASC 1-6pm

11
9AM Worship Service; Pastor Moira in
the pulpit; Usher Team #2 (Fran,
Amanda and David); SUNDAY
SCHOOL; 1pm Virtual Coffee Hour
Powerhouse Church 11:30-2:30pm & 46:30pm with use of G. Hall & Kitchen
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articles due

7pm Session
AA 6:45
9PM
18
19
9AM Worship Service with Pastor
Moira in the pulpit; Usher Team #3
(Frank, Joseph N. and Joe S.); SUNDAY
SCHOOL; 1pm Virtual Coffee Hour 7pm-9pm
Boy
Powerhouse Church 11:30-2:30pm
Scouts in
G. Hall

25
26
9AM Worship service; David Brackett
in the pulpit; Usher Team #4 (Pat,
Nancy and George); SUNDAY
SCHOOL; 1pm Virtual Coffee Hour;
Powerhouse Church 11:30-2:30pm & 46:30pm with use of G. Hall & Kitchen
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Confirmation
Class
AA 6:459PM
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Pastor
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28

5pm
Confirmation
Class
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Saturday

(Pastor Moira
returning
from vaca.)
AA 6:459:30PM
NA 7-9:30p

17 10am
WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
BREAKFAST
IN GRAFING
HALL! All
women invited!
Please bring
your mask,
drink, and be
prepared to
social
distance.
24
Presby.
Meeting in
Southhampton

