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What a dream come true! I had the 
blessed opportunity to visit the Holy 
Land less than a month ago. I was able 
to walk in the footsteps of our Lord. It 
was such an enlightening journey filled 
with joy and discovery.
       One of my favorite excursions was
 crossing the Sea of Galilee. It was a 
peaceful day where I felt a true 
connection to Jesus and His disciples. 
It was where He performed many of the miracles we hear of in the Bible. In the Garden of Gethsemane, we partook of Communion, and saw the beauty of the olive trees that surrounded us there. I was especially moved by walking along         
                                                                                                  the Via Dolorosa- the 
                                                                                                  way of suffering of our
                                                                                                 Lord as He carried the
                                                                                                 cross to His death.
                                                                                                   If you are able to go to
                                                                                                 Israel, I say, go for it. You 
                                                                                                 will not be disappointed.
                                                                                                 You will be blessed 
                                                                                                 beyond words.  
                                                                                           "Come, let us go up to
                                                                                        the mountain of the
                                                                                           LORD, to the house of
                                                                                       the God of Jacob.” –
                                                                                                                     Isaiah 2:3
      Admin. Office  Hours:  M, T, & Thurs., 8:30am-12:30pm; Wed. 11am-4pm, Fri. 12pm-3pm
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Garden of Gethsemane
Garden of Gethsemane
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From June

     
[bookmark: _Hlk134092206]~Prayers of comfort for the Gencorelli family on the passing of Frank on June 27.  (Sympathy cards may be mailed to 17 Richard Street in Merrick.)
~Prayers for the family and friends of Keith Poss, a Deacon at First Presbyter-ian Church of Freeport who suddenly died in his sleep.
~Prayers of healing for Erin after recent knee replacement surgery; 
~Prayers for Diane who has been a bit under the weather;
~Continued prayers of healing for Pastor Joan and Charlie Leschinski;
~Prayers of peace for Mona Grimm;
~Prayers of healing for Diane Thorton and Karen Brown who are both ill;
~Prayers for the Palmieri family;
~We pray with the Anthony family as they seek a new apartment;
~Please join Laura Asch in prayer for Sue Bruno who is battling cancer;
~Continued prayers for Ukraine.


July Birthdays:  Joe Schuessler          	12
Peter Williams            	12
Bradley Kelly              	13
Tom Rose                   	16
Laura Asch                   18
Mary Williams             	22
Nancy Stuber             	23
Ashley Anthony           23
Pauline Murray          	25
Tristan Burlacu           	26
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 (If your name did not appear here, it’s because we don’t know it’s your birthday!  Please call Laura Asch at 516-303-2188 so we can add your name to our list!)


REMEMBER, SUNDAY SCHOOL, NURSERY SCHOOL, AND CHILDCARE ARE ON SUMMER HIATUS until September.  There are doodles for children to keep themselves entertained during the service on the back pew in the sanctuary.  Please don’t let THEM be the reason YOU don’t come to church on Sunday![image: ]


SUMMER BIBLE STUDY will begin  on Tuesday, July 11 with Pastor Joan at 10am at CPC and  continue every Tuesday thereafter.  PLEASE CALL PASTOR JOAN OR THE OFFICE EACH WEEK to let them know if you’ll be coming.  Thank you.[image: ]

     Pastor Moira is also offering a summer Bible Study on Wednesdays via zoom at 12:30pm and 7:30pm on the “Ten Words” or “Ten Commandments” which began on June 21 and will end on August 30.  (No Bible Study on July 12 or August 9.)    The Bible Study link is reoccurring.  However if you want a weekly reminder, contact Pastor Moira at ahearnem44@gmail.com or text at 917.327.2119 and she will send you a link every week you choose to participate.   To join the Zoom Meeting at 12:30PM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83848766273, 
                                                    Meeting ID: 838 4876 6273
And for the 7:30pm Class:  Join Zoom Meeting, https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87486958236; Meeting ID: 874 8695 8236



Community Presbyterian Church will [image: ]

be in full swing during the summer months.  Many of us, however, seem to ‘forget” about church attendance during the summer.  Before the beach, pools, picnics, barbeques, or boating, let’s give thanks to God for giving us the beautiful summer days to enjoy!   Poverty, crime, hunger, war, etc., do not take summer breaks.  Let’s take an hour each Sunday morning to pray, worship, and be with our church family…THEN we can enjoy the day that the Lord has made.  



Please continue to send in your pledges/tithes/donations to the church during these summer months! 
In person….snail mail….or via the church’s PayPal account found on our website and Facebook page.  Thank you on behalf of our staff, members, friends, and creditors! 
And don’t forget donations to our mission opportunities!2


SUMMER FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND 
WEB SITE—WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT      [image: Image result for facebook icon free clip art]

YOU!
 [image: See the source image]

We need your pictures!  
     Please send pictures of activities you are doing this summer to emmalou3272@gmail.com or directly to our YouTube channel at cpcmerrick@gmail.com.  
     We also use photos for our Facebook account.  Don't forget, that a picture says a thousand words!                                       Thanks!  Cathy Donohue

______________________________
[image: ]

…..




to one of our members who wishes to remain anonymous for taking about 40 lbs. of canned/boxed food to the Pantry in June.   Our bin was overflowing, not that that’s a bad thing, and food transport was needed.  Oddly enough, the Pantry did not have any workers to help unload the food at that time, so several patrons helped themselves from the back of the car. [image: ]

     If you are interested in volunteering some of your time this summer, please contact Yolanda at the pantry at 516-868-4989.   


and to the Merrick Library for donating some of their used chairs and tables to CPC!   They contacted us in late May and asked if we needed anything as they were refurbishing….  Our Property Commission jumped at the opportunity and brought over several tables chairs for different areas of the church including the narthex, back hallway, Sunday School room, and Adult Lounge.  Many thanks extended from our Property Commission for all the helping hands![image: ]

     3

AND MORE THANKS to our Property Commission who took on a huge job of having the backyard of the Church cleaned up in early June!  The old and dilapidated playground equipment, which was unsafe, was dismantled and removed, shrubs and trees were trimmed and/or removed, and the leaves, branches, and unsightly debris was carted away!  Our garden is now the main attraction back there with thanks to Joe and Tom for having this done. And a big thank you to Joe Acuri and Barbara Rivera who went out of their way to save the new little bean plant sprouts from certain annihilation by the contractors who removed the dilapidated playground equipment recently from the area in back of the church. We are greatly thankful and hope to have a green bean harvest.
      
AND TO Elder Lily Kelman-Nelson, our youth, and Geroge Petersen for knocking it out of the park on Youth Sunday, June 3.  George, again, professionally pinch-hit in the pulpit as Pastor Joan was out recovering from knee surgery, and our youth filled in for the music and much of the liturgy.  A superb job was done by all!  Profuse thanks all around!

AND TO PAT'S FARMS for their generous donations of many first quality young vegetable and herb transplants, enabling CPC to support the Freeport Emergency Food Pantry. Thanks as well to Scott who has been a very busy bee preparing the raised beds (an Eagle Scout project - thank you!) and planting and watering the young crops religiously.  With warmer longer sunny days, the transplants from Pat's Farms are showing first new leaf growth and great promise ahead. The tomato, eggplant, cauliflower, cukes and pepper plants seem to grow larger each day. The pea vines in the photos Scott snapped have pods already. We hope everyone will join us in "rooting" for a good harvest.
  [image: ]

And speaking of our Garden of Eatin’ …
We continue to ask for volunteers to help Scott throughout the summer with tending and watering the garden.   Please speak to Scott or the office if you have any questions or if you’d like to give Scott an occasional hand.  
     Anyone wishing to help in the garden should call the office or email, text, or speak to Scott before pulling that " ugly looking weed " from the garden areas. We need to attract nature's helpers like bees to have the best results and some of those “ugly looking weeds” are necessary.
     Remember that 100% of these vegetables/herbs benefit the Freeport Emergency Food Pantry.
    Donations are welcome to help purchase supplies and plant foods. The garden jar is on the back tables in the sanctuary. With greater support, we grow.  Also, thank you to all who support the Freeport Food Pantry with donations of deposit bottles and cans.
     In the Garden of Eatin' we pray daily for guidance, diligence, perseverance, and enough free rain to succeed. :)))))
_________________________

INDEPENDENCE DAY
Praise the Lord everybody! In America, the land of baseball, hot dogs, apple pie, and Chevrolet, one of the biggest holidays of the year is July 4th, Independence Day. The Day Americans celebrate getting their freedom from England. One of those freedoms was “religious freedom.” It was one of the pillars of the declaration of Independence, which is something they did not have in England. [image: See the source image]

     https://prayray.com/independence-day-prayer/
Prayer for Independence Day
God of all tribes and every nation, on this day of cookouts and fireworks, parades and pool parties, we pause to remember the best of our nation’s aspirations and values.
We give thanks for those who made great sacrifices for the sake of the principles of equality and liberty, life and the pursuit of happiness.
We lament the many ways and countless times that we have fallen short of the hopes of not only the founders 
of this nation, but of you, Lord of all. Forgive us for not fulfilling the great aims this country sought to represent to the world. Send your Spirit to help us become the country you call us to be.4

When we rest and play, eat and celebrate today, do not let us forget those unable to do likewise. Inspire in us a zeal for the equality in which you create all people, a passion to seek abundant life for all people, a relentless drive to provide liberty for all people, and a pursuit of happiness, not only for ourselves and those like us, but for all people. May our country truly be a refuge for the tired, the poor, and those yearning to be free — free from fear, free from poverty, free from oppression, free from exploitation, free from violence, free from war, free from suffering and hopelessness.
May our nation truly be a place of justice, tranquility and welfare for all people.  Amen.
                                                 pres-outlook.org
Any articles for the Tower Chimes are due into the office by the 15th of the prior month, so all articles for the August edition are due into the office by July 15.   Thank you!










YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED to attend a 1:30pm 3-church BBQ on Sunday, July 16 at CPC hosted by Peace Presbyterian Church![image: ]

Peace Presbyterian is taking care of all the main dishes and salads and is asking CPC to take care of the desserts. Please call or email Diane Wood (516-623-9495,  dianewdesign@hotmail.com if you will be attending, how many in your party, and what dessert(s) you will being to share by July 12.
What a wonderful opportunity to share our love of God with our sister churches!    (Rain date is August 6.)  
Per
Capita

 PER CAPITA:  AN OVERVIEW
Paying per capita is similar to:
· Contributing one’s dish to a potluck meal
· Paying to be connected to the Internet
· Paying for the benefit of utilities, such as electricity, water, and telephone
· Pitching in with other passengers to pay for gasoline for a road trip
· Participating in community supported agriculture (CSAA) or a similar co-op
Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant members of the Presbyterian church through the mid councils to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination and evaluation of mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church, while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among all 
ENLIGHTENED PERSPECTIVE:  If you take the time to read these, you’ll come away with an enlightened perspective.  The subjects covered affect us all on a daily basis!  They’re written by Andy Rooney, a man who has the gift of saying so much with so few words.  Enjoy!
I’VE LEARNED…That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
I’VE LEARNED…That just one person saying to me, You’ve made my day!” makes my day.
I’VE LEARNED…That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world.
I’VE LEARNED…That being kind is more important than being right.
I’VE LEARNED…That you should never say no to a gift from a child.
I’VE LEARNED…That I can always pray for someone when I don’t have the strength to help them in some  
                                                                                                                                                                                   other way.
I’VE LEARNED…That no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy                      
                                                                                                                                                                                             with.
I’VE L EARNED…That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
I’VE LEARNED…That simple walks with my father around the block on summer nights when I was a child did 
                                                                                                                                                    wonders for me as an adult.

I’VE LEARNED…That life is like a roll of toiler paper.  The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
I’VE LEARNED…That we should be glad God doesn’t give us everything we ask for.
I’VE LEARNED…That money doesn’t buy class.
I’VE LEARNED…That it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
I’VE LEARNED…That under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
I’VE LEARNED…That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.
I’VE LEARNED…That when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person continue to 
                                                                                                                                                                                        hurt you.
I’VE LEARNED…That love, not time, heals all wounds.
I’VE LEARNED…That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter 
                                                                                                                                                                                      than I am.
I’VE LEARNED…That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.

I’VE LEARNED…That life is tough, but I’m tougher.
I’VE LEARNED…That opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.
I’VE LEARNED…That when you harbor bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.
I’VE LEARNED…That I wish I could have told my mom that I loved her one more time before she passed away.
I’VE LEARNED…That one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow you may have to eat  
                                                                                                                                                                                            them.
I’VE LEARNED…That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
I’VE LEARNED…That I can’t choose how I feel, but I can choose what I do about it.
I’VE LEARNED…That when your newly born grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist, that you’re  
                                                                                                                                                                            hooked for life.
I’VE LEARNED…That everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs         
                                                                                                                                                           while you’re climbing it.
I’VE LEARNED…That the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done.
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Presbyterians . (GA Minutes, Part 1, 1995)
   If you haven’t yet paid for 2023, please write a check made out to ‘Community Presbyterian Church” with ‘per capita’ on the memo line in the amount of $38.95.  CPC is obligated to pay for your membership  every year.  Thank you for helping us offset this expense.  
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Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
          









  
    

















1


2          9am Worship Service; Rev. Joan in the pulpit; Communion; Usher Team # 1 Al and Bobbie Lewis with Charles Leschinski III on standby; Sunday School, Nursery School, and Childcare on summer hiatus; Refreshment Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p
3







4  






   (office closed)

AA 8-9p
5  


12:30pm and 7:30pm 
Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Moira





6    






7








AA 6:45-9p
8

9       9am Worship; Pastor Joan in the pulpit; Usher Team #2 Mona Grimm and Charles Leschinski III with Donna Jeffrey on standby; Sunday School, Nursery School, and Childcare on summer hiatus; Refreshment Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p & 4p-6:30p
10

11

10am Bible Study with Pastor Joan in person at CPC



AA 8-9p 
12


OPA 7-10pm

13 





14 








AA 6:45-9p
15

August Tower Chimes articles due


16       9am Worship; Pastor Joan in the pulpit; Usher Team #3 Sophea Kellawan and Joe Schuessler with Al Lewis on standby; Sunday School, Nursery School, and Childcare on summer hiatus; Refreshment Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p; 1:30pm 3-church BBQ at CPC!   Please join us! Shine only.


            

17








18


10am Bible Study with Pastor Joan in person at CPC









AA 8-9p
19 



12:30pm and 7:30pm 
Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Moira










20  

21










AA 6:45-9p
22  


23        9am Worship; Pastor Joan in the pulpit; Usher Team #4 Pat and Vinny Lofaro with Joe Arcuri on standby;  Sunday School, Nursery School, and Childcare on summer hiatus; Refreshment Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p & 4p-6:30p 

30   9am Worship; Pastor Joan in the pulpit; Usher Team #5 Kristin 
Favata and Charlie Leschinski with Bobbie Lewis on standby);  Sunday School, Nursery School, and Childcare on summer hiatus; Refreshment Hour; PHC 11:30a-2:30p 
24      
            







31


















25  

10am Bible Study with Pastor Joan in person at CPC



AA 8-9p

Aug. 1

10am Bible Study with Pastor Joan in person at CPC



AA 8-9p
26      

12:30pm and 7:30pm 
Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Moira



Aug. 2

12:30pm and 7:30pm 
Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Moira

 27








Aug. 3
28







AA 6:45-9p

Aug. 4








AA 6:45-9p 





29







Aug. 5




FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS:  
Souper Bowl of Caring food and money drive February 1-23.  ALL proceeds to benefit the Freeport pantry!
Ash Wednesday – Feb. 26
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